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es 


From the Synodal Committee for the Management of the Missions of the 
United Brethren, addressed to the Brethren’s Congregation in England, 


a 


DEAK BRETHNEN, 


“ Tue annexed aceount of rec ipts and disbursements of the Synodal 
Committee, for the management of the concerns of the Brethren’s Mis- 
sions among the heathen, in the year 1820, will inform you thot the ex- 
penses of this branch of our service -has been no less than 9.4521, 
within the said period. This great increase of expenditure, compared 
with former years, has been chiefly owing to the building of the new 
church and premises at Bethesds, in St. Kitt’s, and the rebuilding of 
the settlement of Enon, in South Africa. ‘To this must be added the 
unusuelly long jourveys and voyayes, rendered necessary, in the yaer 
past, and the mintenance of 76 superannuated mission. ries and 70 
children of Missionaries, either educ: ted «t sehools, or learning different 
trades. Our receipts, in 1820, amounted to the large sum of 71921, 
which, however, falis short of the expenditures by 22381, and Jeaves at 
the end of the year 1820, a gross deficiency of 2725l. 

* This state of the finances of our Missions might well create an ap- 
prehension within us, atnounting to a doubt, wheter we should. in 
future, be able to afford the means of supporting that extensive, . nd 
every year increasing work, which the Lord |ias committed to the 
Charch of the Brethren. But we will not yi Id to doubts and unbelief, 
but, with confidence and faith, look for help to the Lord, who from the 
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very beginning to this day has caused the Missions of the Brethren 
among the heathen to be a work done in faith. We will encourage 
each other anew, to persevere in prayer and supplication to the Saviour 
of mankind, in behalf of this precious cause, and likewise assist with 
all the means we can afford in our several situations, and that with the 
more earnestness, as the spirit of extending the knowledge of the Lord 
throughout the earth by missionary labours, in so many denominations, 
calls upon us net to grow weary and remain behind our Protestant 
Brethren in this blessed work. 

“ One of the most powerful aids we have received in the year past, 
has been afforded to us by the zeal of the London Association n aid of 
the Brethren’s Missions, instituted in the year 1817, by persons not in 
church communion with the Brethren, but friends and well wishers to 
their exertions in the cause of God; as also by the kind assistance of 
the Ladies’ Association connected with them, and of Associations form- 
ed in Glasgow and Edinburg), for the same benevolent purpose. Most 
fervently do we pray the Lord to bless and reward those worthy bene- 
factors, whose hearts He has thus disposed in love and charity towards 
us, and filled with zeal and courage to persevere in taking such kind 
share in our endeavours to make known his saving name among hea- 
then nations. May He also richly bless those Ladies’ Associations 
which have been formed in our own connections, in London, Bath, 
Bristol, and Bedford. We thank them cordially for their exertions and 
considerable contributions, received from time to time. 

“ The weekly accounts in MSS, sent to our congregutions by the 
Elders’ Conference of the Unity, the Periodical Accounts in England, 
and the printed Accounts in Germany, have given our brethren and 
friends, from time te time, a distinct view of the internal state of the 
missions in all parts of the world, by which it is evident, that also in 
the year 1820, the congregations collected from among the heathen 
have grown both in number and in grace. We have particularly noti- 
ced, with great gratitude, the awakening and divine life, which have 
been manifested in so many places through the preaching of the Cross 
of Christ. In South Africa, Paramaribo, and in the island of Antigua, 
where we have been called upon to form two new settlements, and also 
in Jamaica and St. Kitts, the Lord has been pleased to cause His work 
to flourish. If it still please Him to give success to the testimony of 
our dear Missionaries when they preach Jesus and Him crucified, 
among the hesthen; if He grant to them to labour together in bro- 
therly love and harmony of spirit; and humbly, and in dependence on 
Him, to do their work, and if He continue to prepare Brethren at 
home, who gladly and willingly accept of the call to step into the ploces 
of those whose labours are finished; then we may feel convinced, that 


the joy and gratitude of our hearts, will supercede all fears and doubts, 
which otherwise might assail us. 


‘In all heathen lands new doors are opening, inviting the messen- 
gers of peace to enter in, and many invitations are sent to us to come 
and proclaim deliverance to the captives of sin and Satan, that they 
may be translated into the glorious liberty of the children of God, be- 
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ing brought from darkness into the light of the glorious gospel of God. 
The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few. Our slender 
means render it impossible for us to accept of the invitations given. 
Let us, dear Brethren, and most earnestly, see to it, that the Spirit of 
the Lord may have free course among us in the Brethrens’ Church; 
that the members thereof may be well grounded upon the merits of 
our blessed Redeemer, and that we may continue to be a people bear- 
ing witness, by walk and conversation, as well as by doctrine, that in 
the sacrifice of Christ alone is to be found grace and the remission of 
sin for all mankind. 

““ We request you to pray most fervently and diligently for us, that 
we may be strengthened in our official situation, in which we meet, in 
many respects, with diliculties of various kinds. 

“« We salute you all in brotherly love and fellowship as your affec- 
tionate and faithful brethren, 


(Signed) Joun Gorrrrinrp Cunow, 
L. Wituapvus Farricivs, 
G. Martin ScHNEIDER. 


The Synodal Committee for the management of the concerns of the 
Brethren’s Missions. 


AIT AGCGOUNT 


Of the abode of several Brethren among the Calmucks, in the vicinity of 
Astrachan, from 1815 to 1819. 


[Translated for the Missionary Intelligencer, from the German.] 


Several attempts having been made since the commencement of the 
Brethren’s colony at Sarepta, in the kingdom of Astrachan, in the 
year 1765, to carry the gospel from this place, among the Calmucks 
living in those parts, without however producing any apparent eff-ct, 
anothér effort was made in this important concern, in the year 1815. 
The Brethren, John Godfrey Schill and Christian Huebner, appointed 
to serve this mission, had, the year before, diligently applied them- 
selves to the study of the Calmuck language, under the tuition of Bro- 
ther John Gottlieb Loos, who is thoroughly acquainted with it; and 
wit) him they repaired in May of said year, to the Coshute horde, 
who reside, about 40 German miles, in a south easterly direction from 
Sarepta and ten miles on the hither side from Astrachan, now on this 
and then on the other side of the river Wolga, in Kubitkas or huts, 
made of felt, and maintain thetaselves by raising cattle. The Brethren 
thus write: 


We met with a favourable reception from the prince of the horde 
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whose name was Timmen, to whom we had been recommended from 
Petersburg; he give us permission to reside among the horde, for the 
purpose of learning the longuage, religion and customs of the nation 
and «s Brother Loos could stay with us but for a season, he provided 
a teacher of the language for as in the person of another prince, by the 
neme of Chalzen, who had fors ken his horde at the Don, and was 
now living here as a private character. Prince Timmen likewise gove 
us frequent mvitations to visit him, conversed wit us on a variety of 
subjects and gave as m nifold proofs of his benevolence. 

We next presented ours: Ives to the Lama or Supreme Pontiff, who 
lkewise manifested a frendly disposition towards as; but with the rest 
of the clergy we endeavoured to become more intimat: ly equ inted, 
Their number is very great; they are not married, and including their 
scholars, are divided into three classes, viz: the Gellongs, the Gayzul, 
and the Manshi. ‘They are held in high veneration by the common 
people, (who are very ignorant and go by the name of Blacks and as- 
sume an air, of h ving in trust, the deep mysteries of religion. They 
do not however like to converse on Spiritual subjects and, generally 
spe ‘king, are very brief and circamspect in their expressions. Indeed 


it was not long beTore they suspected our design and a Gellong once 


gave us the following broad hint: “ In order to c rry on your intercourse 
with those Calmucks that come to S.repta, you need but to learn to 
write and spesk the longu ge; you have no oceasion to trouble your 
he «!s about the gods and you'd do better, to spend your money at 
home and be content with having learned one religion well.” 

This suspicion p rticularly manifested itself about the time, when, 
at the expense of the Bible Society at Petersburg, the gospel of St. 
M tthew ws published in the Mongolian language, the vernaculor dia- 
lect of the Calmucks. The first intelligence concerning it was com- 
municated through the medium of the newspapers, to prince Timmen, 
by the Pristef or Russian agent, appointed for the horde, which very 
much alarmed the prince. Yet, notwithstanding, he took it in good 
part, when prince Galitzin, the minister at Petersburg, sent him two 
copies of this tronslotion, elegently bound. So soon as he had received 
this present, he sent for as, in order to inform us of it. He further 
told us, that \e had received a letter from prince Galitzin, in which he 
desired him to protect us and to sid us in the attainment of our object. 
‘© In case therefore,” be added, “ any one should abuse you, let him be 
Russivn, Tart.s or Calmuck, address yourselves to me.” ~This de- 
elaration was made towards the close ot the yeer 1815, and by means of 
it, our permission to reside in the horde, was renewed and ratified in 
a way that was bighly «zreeable to us. 

1516. On the first day of the new year, the prince seat for Brother 
Schill od proposed severs| question to him, concerning religion, which, 
however, were of littl consequnce, for instance: whether Jesus Christ 
had written the gospel of Mitthew? Whether it was considered « sin 
with us, to kill cattle? and the like. He forther told him, he had 
furnished « copy of Matthew's gospel to the Lams; but as his eyes 
were already weak, the print was too small for him. This possibly 
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had a twofold meaning, a8 one might infer from another expression 
made not long efter by two learned Calmucks. They inquired of us, 
whether we had books in their language. On presenting them accord- 
ingly with the gospel of Matthew, they would not secept it, and said: 
** Thet is your doctrine; it 1s too fine (iegible) for our eyes.” Yet, 
notwithstanding, several of the clergy of the first and second class came 
and asked for the book. Sometimes they partially approved the doc- 
trines of the gospel, in gener! however remorking, they would answer 
for Christions but not for Calmucks. A modest Gellong expressed this 
idea in a perable. Having at bis request had some things, he had read 
in the gospel, explained to him by us, he wrote the following ona 
serap of paper: “A goose lighted on a besutifal clear pond, but she 
did not sit fast, and hearing the sound of the bunter, she flew back to 
the pond from which she was come, and which she had not yet forgot- 
ten.” We desired him to explain the parable for us, but he refused; 
vet it was easy for us to anriddle its mesning. Others admired the 
bewnuty of the type, but would not hear any thing of the contents, ind 
said, they had no oee:sion for such books. A Gellong who hed all 
along acted very confidentially towards us, on being asked, whether he 
ditizently perused the book we hed presented him with, replied: “I 
don"t know whether I have lent it oway, or whe.her it is yet lying in 
my chest; I have not yet found time to read it” On remarking that 
he appeared to slight the preset, he replied: “ It is true! It is not only 
a present but it is also the word of God.” He then immediately gove 
the convers:tion a different turn. Commonly the same mouth recalls 
the approbation it has bestowed, or sppropri tes a port of it to the reli- 
gion it professes. A Gellong once satd: “ this is certain: our religion 
and your’s are the highest and best religions.” The fact 1s, the Cal- 
mucks bring a great m ony things under the rubrick of the word of 
God, and a Gellong once maintained that all medical books belonged to 
that head, because the gods had written them 

At first we had received but ten copies of Matthew’s gospel from 
Petersburg for distribution, «nd these we disposed of but slowly; in 
process of time, however, ninety addition»! copies were forwarded to 
us, of which we distributed forty in the space of two hours, and our 
whole stock was exhausted m a few days. ‘this rapid call for books, 
heppened soon after an event of grest importance to the whole horde, 
viz: th® demise of t eir prince. He had been ill for some time of the 
pleurisy and had presented the priests with considersble offerings of 
camels, sheep, and horses, and also, of money, towxrds the restorstion 
of his health, but without effect. At last they called io a German doc- 
tor from Astrechan; but he immediately declared it was teo late, and 
soon «fter the patient closed his eves. This happened in the night of 
th: 10th of July, O.S During this time a great noise had been car- 
ried on in the temples of the idols, with drums and prayers for the 
prince’s life; but now a deep silence ensued. Every body mourned for 
the deceased; for although he ws strict in the punishment of crimes, 
stil! he knew how to discriminste hetween these, «nd faults and acci- 
dental misdemeanours; and on that very account his subjects feared 
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and loved him at the same time. We would fain have visited him dur- 
ing his illness; but one of bis people had advised us to the contrary, 
adding, we should come very unseasonably. We had observed when 
we occasionally visited him, that he endeavoured to combine the nar- 
ratives of the gospel with the parsbles of his religion; but that as soon 
as we dwelt on the main point, on which the salvation of mankind de- 
pends, he weuld be assailed by a kind of fear, which induced him either 
to give the convers:tion a different turn, or to break it off altogether. 
The second day after his demise was appointed for the interment of 
his corpse. At some distance from their camp, a number of Gellongs 
had walled up an oblong apartmeut with bricks and clay, having an 
opening on each of the four sides. A large iron tripod, leaning against 
such another wall, was placed in the apartment, and above it an iron 
ring was fastened to two poles, entering the opposite side walls. Next, 
a sufficient quantity of fuel was brought, together with several kettles 
filled with butter. These preparatory arrangements being made, the 
funeral procession moved in the following. order. First the Lama, 
seated in a two-wheeled cart, covered with felt, and drawn by ten Gel- 
longs and Gayzuls; next followed the corpse, sitting on an open bier, 
carried by twelve of the first servants of the prince, several walking on 
both sides and holding the body erect. The latter was covered with 
a light blue silk dress, like a morning gown; the head was entirely 
shrouded in a yellow silk cloth and covered with a Calmuck cap. The 
two sons of the prince that were present, the one about 20, the other 
17 years of age, walked along side of the corpse. (The heir apparent 
and another son were absent from bome.) Behind the corpse rode 
fifteeen young Saisangs, or noblemen, armed with guns and spears. 
The rear was brought up by the Gellongs with their music, if, indeed, 
the noise made by their drums and long copper horns, deserves the 
name. The procession being come to the spot, the corpse was carried 
by several Gellongs, after a great white cloth had been spread over 
them, so thet nothing could be seen of them or the corpse, into the 
apartment and placed on the tripod; the above ring was put round the 
neck of the corpse, in order to keep it in a proper position. Every 
interstice was then filled ap with wood; the apartment walled up in 
the shape of a roof; but instead of the topstone, an iron kettle, having 
a hole at the bottom was laid ever it, and the walls painted with butter 
and pounded chalk. While this was doing, the Lama and the other 
Gellongs made their prayers in a Kibitka erected hard by, when every 
one held a little bell in his hand, tinkling it every now and then. The 
prince’s sons stood mourning close by—behind them the Saisangs and 
then a vast number of the common people. Hereupon the Gellongs 
formed a circle around the immured body, set fire to the wood in 
all the four holes at once, and several times poured melted butter 
through the opening above, in order to increase the flame. The whole 
being reduced to ashes, the people dispersed; but the Gellongs first 
drank tea, and some of them staid on the spot as guards, until the third 
day. In order to beguile time, they played at cards, which no one had 
been permitted to do, while the prince was elive. According to the 
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opinion of the people, their prince was now numbered among the gods; 
seeing that his, us well as every prince’s, soul had descended at the 
time of his birth, from the region of the gods. The residue of his 
bones, left by the fire, was, on the above day, taken to another place; 
but the receptacle containing his ashes, which had been somewhat in- 
jured by the fire, was repaired for this purpose, that in future every one 
passing by the spot, might worship there. 

Such was the end of this good-natured, and in many respects, vener- 
able prince. He had not laid any direct obstruction in the way of the 
dissemination of Christian knowledge among his people; yet, because of 
his predilection for his own religion, he had not countenanced the pre- 
parations made for it. The distribution of Matthew's gospel in parti- 
cular, appeared to him a dangerous encroachment and he had classed 
those of his people, who had accepted the presents, among the free- 
thinkers. This also was the reason, why many, during his life, refused, 
what they gladly accepted upon his demise. 

Every thing, however, now depended on their profitable use of the 
book they held in tenure, and on their informing themselves of its con- 
tents. But this they were very soon prevented from doing, from an- 
other quarter. Brother Schill one evening visited a Gellong and there 
found several of his renk together, particularly an old man, by the 
name of Arshi, who properly lives neur Astrachan, and who, on account 
of his great erudition is called by the rest the Master, by way of pre- 
eminence. Having understood that Brother Schill was a German, he 
said: “ The Germans are well endowed and intelligent people; but 
they will never comprehend the deep sense of our religion.” “ He had,” 
he continued, “ likewise received a Matthew from Astrachan; but he 
could not approve of such books being distributed among the Calmucks, 
and it was on account of this very circumstance that he was come 
hither.” Several days after, a Gelion, came to see us, who pays us 
frequent visits, and who was one of the first on whom we bestowed a 
copy of Matthew; he s.gnified, after a great deal of cireumlocution, that 
he would like to return the book. On our insinuating to him, that to 
return an accepted present was no proof of one’s friendship, and that 
if he were to present us with a Calmuck book on religion, we would 
thankfully accept it and diligently read in it for our improvement in the 
language, he replied: “ Our religious books are mostly in Tungutick, 
and we-do not give them into the hands of the common people, on ac- 
count of the sanctity of the dialect and the contents.” “ Why not? 
Do you mean then to be exclusively suved?”-—He replied: “ No, we 
pray for other people.” We then declared to him, that according to 
our tenets, every one must know what course to take to obtain s«!va- 
tion, and for this very reason we considered ourselves in duty bound, 
to disseminate the doctrines of Christianity as widely as possible. 
With much ado we prevailed on this man to keep the book; he pro- 
mised, that he would read it, st some future time, having no leisure just 
now. Soon after another Gellong, who acts the part of a reader to the 
eldest daughter of the departed prince, sent back his copy, with this 
declaration, that he had read it and could make no further use of 
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it He did so undoubtedly ot the instigation of the aforementioned 
Arshi, who was now considered the bead of the family in the prince’s 
house and lived in the same Kibitka with the young prince. Many 
imitsted the exomple set them by this man, in returning their byoks, 
and among others the above princess, whe bad been married at another 
place, and now resided here as a widow. We sent word tv them all, 
that we merely took the books for safe keeping, and whoever would 
like tobave it again, might get it at any time. At all events it 
wus better to have the books returned than destroyed. Indeed, the 
cali for them did not now cease altogether, and some only grew the 
more anxious to obtain them, A student said: “i hav got many 
flozgings on account of this book, but | am notwithstanding determimed 
to have it agaim; | shall, however, take core not to let a Gellong see .” 

Sever:| porents bad entrusted their children to us, whom we in- 
structed in reading, and on such occasions we endeavoured to apply a 
word in season to them, which would be likely to have a salutary eflect. 
Now and then adult persons would also attend and listen to us. It 
several times came to pass that they walked off with these words: 
“« Pshaw! its only the story about Jesus!” The Calmucks would be very 
well pleased, were we to relate many stories to them, as for instance 
about the holy angels; but so soon as we only make mention of the 
crucified Jesus, they shut their hearts and ears. 

We had some hopes of seeing 1n exception in the case of an old wo- 
man, tee mother of the servant whom the prince had «ppointed to do 
some of our little jobs. She was poorly and had in particular to suffer 
much from sore ryes. She knew from the evangelical history, that 
Jesus had healed all manner of dise»ses, and she expressed a wish, that 
He would confer the same favour upon her. She was then told, where- 
in we particul :rly needed the assistance of Jesus, and for what purpose 
we had reason to expect it, viz. for the purification of our sins through 
the merits of his sufferings and death. When once she should have 
experienced this in her own heart, then she would be griteful and 
b ppy under existing circumstances, even if they should become still 
more trying; yea, she would rejoice at the idea of her dissolution, be- 
cause that would terminate all her misery. This seemed incredible to 
her, but yet it made an impression upon her. On another occasion 
she observed: “ be that lives wholly regurdiess of religion, cannot pos- 
sibly fare well in a future life. Although we Calmucks are not very 
bad people, yet do we sin very frequently.” She then related, that a 
great sinner had once urrived in the other world and had been pliced 
before the judge; that the latter, laying his sins and good works into 
the scale, the sins far outweighed the good works. But fortunately for 
the sinner, he had brought with him a single letter of a sacred book, 
and when be laid this to his good works, this side got a wonderful nd 
favourable turn. Ali this afforded us a very desirable opportunity, in 
the first place to represent to her, what was meant by sin according to 
the word of God, «nd then to testily of Jesus the Saviour of sinners, 
who was appointed to he the judge of the quick ond the deod. and how 
his blood shed for the remission of sins effected a full atonement for all 
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those, who turn to Him in the distress of their souls and believed in 
Him. This threw ber into great agony, and it appeared «us though she 
were driven from us by wo invisible hand. At a subsequent interview 
she seemed to be touched by our address—but further it did not go. 

On the Sth of September, the e.dest son and successor of the de- 
parted prince, whose name was Serbedshab, arrived from St. Peters- 
burg. On our bidding him welcome, he manifested a very benevolent 
disposition, and told us many things concerning the metropolis, and 
also concerning his short stay at Sarepta, when he travelled through 
the place. One of his first transactions was, to present an offering to 
his deceased father. This was done amid many religious ceremonies, 
which kept the clergy busily employed for several days; but they were 
richly paid for their trouble, Previously the inmates of every Kibitka 
had to pay ten roubles, without respect to wealth or meons. But, on 
such occasions, the donors are exceeding willing, because they act un- 
der the impression, that their happiness in the world to come will be 
enhanced in proportion to their liberality. ‘The clergy seek to con- 
firm the people in this opinion, and that they succeed admirably well, 
we had apn apportunity of witnessing at one of their annual feasts, 
which is called, th feast of good works, It may not be improper to 
insert, in this place, a brief description of this feast, that our readers 
may be led to sympathize the more with the sad state of religion among 
this people. 

This feast jasted three days, and during all this time the people had 
to entertain the Gellongs; for which purpose a vast number of fattened 
beasts and mare’s milk were required. Early in the morning, the 
guests, between four and five hundred in number, assembled together 
under a large awning. First they drank tea; towards noon, cheegan 
or mare’s milx; tea again in the afternoon, and in the evening they fed 
upon meat. Between meals they muttered long Tangutick prayers, or 
else beat drums or blew horns. ‘Thus they conducted every day, till 
late at night. ‘The conclusion of the feast was peculiarly solemn. All 
the different clerical orders assembled under the great awning. The 
Lama and Gellongs appeared in festive robes, viz: with red sattin jockets 
without sleeves, and a piece of crimson shalloon was fistened round 
their Joins by a girdle, which cast it into folds like a woman’s petti- 
coat. Around the upper part of the body bung a large piece of yellow 
silk stuf like a cloak; the dress wanted a shirt, and therefore the arms 
remained bare. The Lama was distinguished only by his bigh conical 
yellow cap. The large awning was fitted up nevr his dwelling, and 
five Kibitkas, being so many idolatrous temples, belonged to the sucred 
enclosure. Around this spot, a vast number of the common people of 
both sexes, adults and children moved, times without number, in pro- 
cession, and when they came to the temples, they all prostrated them- 
selves with uncovered heads to the ground. ‘Then ali seated them- 
selves and listened to the prayers of the Gellongs for some time; at lust 
the whole body of the clergy moved around the enclosure, and the 
commen people joived them. The Lama was led by two Geliongs 
under the armpits, because he finds walking very diflicult, from being 
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used to constant sitting or carrying. | he procession being ended, the 
Lama was brought into bis Kibitke and all the common people now 
pressed forward, in order to receive from him the blessing which he 
imp rted throuch imposition of hands. 

1317. In comparisen with former times, we now but seldom received 
visits from the clergy; and when we came to them, they were very re- 
served, and some would even say, we might go our way; even the com- 
mon people advised each other to avoid all intercourse with us, because 
we were seducers of the people. In the wean time we perceived the 
opinion disseminated among them, that we would finally call upon those 
that had accepted a copy of Matthew's gospel to pay for it, was losing 
ground; and occasionally fresh calls were made, hostile as the Gellongs 
might be to them. One of the latter proposed to us this question: 
“ Why have your people gone to such great expense in trons).ting and 
printing Matthew, and why do you distribute the book gratuitously? 
The cost is fruitlessly expended, for we will never receive your doc- 
trine. Many among us indeed are in possession of your Matthew, but 
we do not read him, we have religious books enough. There likewise 
occur many Russian names in your’s which we cannot understand.” A 
half drunk Calmuck attacked us still more vehemently, calling us liars 
and deceivers in direct terms. “ You pretend,” said he, “ that you 
would only learn the language in our horde; bat now I know, that 
your design is, to hestray and sell us. You sneak into the Kibitkas in 
order to spy out our religion and customs, and the Emperor has sent 
your here for this purpose!” On asking him, who told him that? he 
replied, “ nobody —he was wise enough himself to guess it.” When we 
assured him, that we had no other design in view, but to promote the 
temporal and eternal welfare of the nation, be said, “ that was a paliry 
excuse.” After a time he became more composed, begged for some to- 
bacco, and on receiving it, he repeateily said: “ 1 am only come to de- 
sire you, not to report uniaveurably about us, to the emperor.” 

One Gellong had bitherto signalized himself above all the rest, in his 
friendly and confidential beiaviour towards us. He pid us frequent 
Visits, was very attentive, whenever, during our conversations with him, 
we come to dwell on the counsel of Ged concerning our salvation, and 
in some degree confessed, that the exercises of his religion did not 
afford him a sufficient comfort, and appeared to be im a fair way of 
seeking a firmer ground of hope; but he soon changed his sentiments, 
became more and more wavering, and at one time deciared, that hence- 
forth he would come merely as a friend; and if ever he did converse 
with us on religious subjects, his sole object would be, to afford us am 
opportunity to become more conversant with the language. 

Prince Chalzen continued, at times, to render us useful services to- 
ward increasing our knowledge of the language, especially by revising 
and correcting our dictionary. He had once been absent a great while; 
on his return he apologized for bis conduct, by seyin , that dumng the 
pest seaxson, he had to commit to memory many books, for the purifica- 
tion of his sins; he was seriously bent upon finding the good part after 
death. Having lately received a tract from Petersburg in the Cal- 
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muck language, which briefly contained the whole plan of salvation, 
we offered it to him. He desired we might read it to him, which be- 
ing done, he listened attentively. One passage, however, which ex- 
pressed a wish that the Calmucks would forsake their illusive religion, 
forcibly struck his attention; he desired to hear it a second time, and 
could not forbear shaking his head at it. We endeavoured to make 
him understwnd, in what sense the above expression, which to him ap- 
peared offensive, ought to be taken, and how, from conviction, we 
deemed that way to salv tion which Jesus had pointed out and opened 
to us +s the right one, and therefore wished that all men might enter 
upon it. He then inquired whether the tract had indeed came from 
Petersburg, and whether the minister, prince Galitzin, was »pprised 
of it? 

Having satisfied him on these heads, he left us with a forced smile. 
On his next visit he desired to see the tract once more, opened the 
above pass«ge, and inquired, whether the pamphlet belonged to our 
sacred books, or whether it was merely the fanciful production of an 
ordinary man’s brain? We replied, it was traly a mere human produe- 
tion, yet still founded on the word of God, and pointed out several texts 
to him in it, quoted from Matthew's gospel. He then read it from be- 
ginning to end, and treated it with that regard, with which the Calmucks 
are wont to treat their sacred writings. He then said: “ this Jesus »p- 
pe rs to me, to be «a Burchan, like one we also have.” (The Burchans 
are men received among the gods; they reign alternately, and the pre- 
sent regent is said to have suffered a great deal for the salv«tion of the 
living.) At the conclusion, he added: “indeed, strictly speaking, we 
heve but one Burchan.” Both these conversations were attended, on 
our purt, with keen emotions of grief. 

We likewise had occasional opportunities of conversing with the 
reigning prince. On such occasions, we handed to him a tract trest- 
ing of the fall man, and his redemption by Jesus Christ. After he had 
carefully perused it, he returned it with this declaration, that with 
respect to the language it was well written. Coming, at one time, ac- 
cidentally into the neighbourhood of his dwelling, he compelled us to 
come in and dine with him. The dinner consisted of beef and soup, 
horseflesh with mustard, and a turkey with pickles. During the month 
o! August the prince sent for us, to let us know, that his younger sis- 
ter, who had got a small wen on her upper lip, was going te Surept» to 
place herself into the hands of the physician there. “If then,” he added, 
“we chose to forward letters thither by this opportunity, they would be 
safely delivered.” We gratefully accepted this offer ond made use of 
it. The Gellong Arshi attended the princess, and likewise four Cal- 
mucks to wait upon her. After she had been absent for several weeks, 
she returned home, perfectly cured. She brought us answers to our 
letters, as well as oral salutations, and told us she had liked Sarepta 
very well. 

This year was peculiarly remarkable to the whole horde, by the death 
of their Lama, and by a new one’s supplying his pl.ce, who came from 
a distance, where he was called the Hermit. Some days after his 
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arrival he was solemnly installed, which was done in the following 
manner. All assembled on the arena where the temples stand, of 
which frequent mention has been made; the prince, his brother, aad 
their suite, entered each of the temples and bowed to the rdols; the 
common people did the same at some distance. After repeated gene- 
ral processions round the spot, the princes stepped under the great 
awning, which was pitehed between the temples, and under cover of 
which, the Gellongs, together with him who was called to the high dig- 
nity, were praying. The reigning prince addressed himself to the lat- 
ter, and installed bim in these words: “1 ordain thee to be the Lama 
and prostrste myself before thee!” The new Lama, then stepped out; 
all prostrated themselves before him to the ground, and every one went 
up to him and profoundly bowed, to receive from him the blessing, 
by means of the rosary. Brother Schill waited on the I.ama some time 
after; he ordered a dish of tea to be set before him, and put several in- 
different, and some of them strange questions, for instance: bow many 


houses are there in Prussia? Liow many in Saxony? How large is the 
island of St. Helena? 


(To Bs cowTinvsD.) 


—— 


ACCOUNTS FROM LABRADOR. 
Extract of a Letter from Sister A. E. Kohlmeister. 


Daten, Nars rs Lapnapon, Aveust 11, 1821. 

*« Your kind and encouraging letter of the 28th of May, was brought 
hither by the usual conveyance of post-kayaks from Okkak, the Har- 
mony heving arrived there on the Ist inst. O how thankful did we 
feel to our Almighty Saviour to hear that our ship had reached this 
coast in safety. We were ashamed of our fears and unbelief. The Es- 
quimaux had brought various reports of a vessel, stranded somewhere 
near the coast, of which they had picked up several fragments. On 
the 20th Jane, towards evening, frequent reports of great guns had been 
heard, the Esquimaux said unnuktunnik, which means very many, others 
said, three shots bad been heard near Kiglapeit. We began to fear 
that there was war between England and America, and we trembled 
for the fate of our ship. Many fervent prayers did I offer up to the 
Lord that He would in mercy spare her. 

“ August 3rd, my husband waked early and beard the sound of some 
persons walking backwards and forwards before our window. He rose 
and went out, and found standing before the door two Esquimaux with 
a letter-box from Okksk. He immediately called me, and said that 
Abia and Joseph were come, and probably brought news of the ship. 
You may suppose that | rose directly, but we were disappointed. 
These two Esquimaux had been sent by the Brethren, merely to in- 
quire how they were to celebrate the Jubilee of the Mission, and to 
procure some articles necessary for their new building. From the 
messengers we learnt, that more fragments of the stranded ship had 
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been found near Kangerdluksoak, and also a cask containing whale- 
blubber. Alas, what may have become of the poor sailors. However, 
on the Sth, as abovementioned, the good news of the arrival of our ship 
resched us. You should have seen what a bustle it occasioned, Every 
thing was quickly thrown off the table to make room for the contents 
of the letter-box, and the joy and grotitude we all felt cannot be ex- 
pressed in words. On opening one of the letters, which gave me an 
account of our poor son, I could not help weeping sloud. My bus- 
band, who was busily émployed in distributing the letters, perceiving 
my distress, put your letter into my hand. I can assure you that its 
contents proved an inexpressible comfort to me; the more so, as | could 
not expect that yo would again favour me with a separate letter. Last 
winter | suffered much from rheumatic complaints, but the Lord 
helped me from day to day. Only once I was confined for a week. 

“ Brother Martin is gone to eternal rest. He appe«red lively and in 
good health from the ship’s departure till January, and on Epiphany 
baptized two men. This, however, was the last time of his going out. 
He grew very ailing, and on the 9th of March departed this life. His 
poor widow is deeply afflicted, and we all endeavour to comfort her. 

** September Oth. Sister Kunath was delivered of a healthy boy. 
She bas, however, been very poorly ever since. We pray that she may 
soon recover. 

** Last September, my husband in returning from Hopedale encoun- 
tered a heavy gale atsea. 1 was almost ready to despair, while 1 beard 
the storm raging. The small boat, which was in tow of the larger, was 
broken by the waves, but as it was wanted to get ashore, the Esqui- 
maux mended it, and it is now again a serviceable bout 

* When we began again regularly to meet in the chapel, as usual in 
winter, new life inspired all our people. Our ljate Brother Mortin 
seemed quite to revive. Being a musical man, he contrived to put the 
violincello, which you sent us some years ago, in order, and to repair 
the old harpsichord. We carried it into the chapel, and though very 
imperiectly strung, it was made serviceable in accompanying the sing- 
ing of the congregation. Brother Koerner played it, and Brother Henn 
the clarionet, two young Esquimaux play the violin. For Labrador this 
was a grand orchestra, and supported the voices of the congregation 
well, which otherwise are apt to sink and lose the pitch. An organ, 
howexer, would do it better, and we beg you to remember us in this re- 
spect, if you should meet with one, even if ever so small. The cold is 
here so intense, that while a wind-instrument is played upon, the mois- 
ture of the breath freezes in the holes, and choaks them; stringed in- 
struments also feel its effect. 

“The 13th of December, was a festival day to us all. We then 
divided the presents of cloth, jackets, Kc. sent to us by benefactors im 
England, among the poor widows and orphans of our congregation, 
having called them into the chapel for that purpose. You should have 
been here to witness the affecting scene. The old mothers sat there 
with their infants and other children, and wept aloud for joy and 
thankfulness. There were articles enough to serve them all. Sabina 
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has seven children, and the whole number served were twenty-six. 
They beg to express their gratitude to their benefactors in the best 
Tmoanner, and added, thet they were too mean and worthless to be de- 
serving of such love: but that they would continually pray for their 
brethren and sisters, and friends, that the Lord Jesus would nmcbly 
bless and reward them. At the conclusion they sung that «nthem: 
“ Glory to Ged in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill towards men.” 
and severe! suitable verses, allading to the commng of our Saviour wto 
the world, it being the Advent-Season. ~ 

“ Last autumn the Esquim sux coagtt a good many seals; the win- 
ter was not very cold, but there fell an immense quantity of snow, and 
as the westher this summer is not very warm, a great deal of it still re- 
mains lying on the mountains We have bad, in general, a very com- 
fortable time with our Esquimaux. On Epiphany two men, on the 19th 
of Febraary a single woman, Erkitok, and on the jubilee-day again two 
men, nauke and Kuttak, were baptized. ‘That was indeed a day 
which the Lord had made. We were waked with music at six o’clock; 
at nine we met in the chapel, and the Lord graciously beard our songs 
of praise, and our prayers that He would be with us on this day of glad- 
ness; at ten, and again at eleven we met to hear an account of all the 
remarkable events, that had taken place during the fifty years past, 
since the beginning of this mission: my husband had compiled, and 
Brother Schmidtman translated it into the Esquimaux language. In 
the afternoon, at three, was the baptism of the abovementioned per- 
sons, then a love-feast; and in the evening Brother Schmidtman deli- 
vered a discourse. He had not been able to go to the chapel for two 
years, but the Lord strengthened him, so that he could attend at al! our 
meeting on this jubilee-day. (He has been forty years employed in 
this mission.) To conclude the dey, the congregation ranged itself in 
a yard before the first house, and sung hymns of praise to God with 
cheerful hearts and voices, 

“ The chapel had been new wainscotted and painted, and was de- 
corated with green boughs and flowers. Texts of Scripture were writ- 
ten in large letters and pat in sight. Three flags were bousted in our 
yard, and by Jonas in his boat. But what made this day a true festival- 
day to us all, was the presence of God our Saviour felt in all our meet- 
ings. All combined to extol Him for his great mercy shown to this 
nation, formerly so savage and ignorant, and now brought to the know- 
ledge of the way of life everlasting, through faith in a crucified Re- 
deemer. We trust that the impression made apon our dear Esquimaux 
on this occasion will be abiding. 

* It was a remarkable circumstance, that after the mission on this 
coast had existed fifty yeors, we were, for the first time, visited by a 
kiug’s ship. Captrin Martin showed us all possible frendship; he 
seemed quite at home among us, and was sstished with our humble 
fare. At each place he made a feast for the Esquimaux with bread and 
pease. We were present at Hopedale, on a visit, and were pleased to 
hear how the Esquimaux expressed their thankfulness, and afterwards 
sung the anthems—* Glory to God in the highest,” &c. and “ Hosanna.” 
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It delighted the Captain exceedingly. He intends to call upon you and 
to give » particular account of his visit. 

“ We had the pleasure to sail in company with his sloop to Hope- 
dale, and had a most agreeable voyage. He came twice on bowrd the 
Harmony to pay us 2 visit. As we approached Hopedale, the Brethren 
and the Esquimuas, sot having received any account of the arrive! of 
the sloop of war, were rather slarmed at its appearance; but we found 
means, before we cust anchor, to send them word, that all was pexce 
and friendship, upon which the music began to play that hymn, “ Vow 
let us praise the Lord,” &e. and the Esquimaux afterworus to fire a 
salute with their pieces The sloop answered with great guns, but the 
Esquimaux were determined to have the last word, «nd went on firing 
after the cannon had ceased to roar. It wis a calm night, without 
mooa, but the brillant display of numberiless stars, and a glorious 
Aurora Borealis, increased the enjoyment. The Brethren, Stock and 
Halter, coming on board, we could not quit the deck till mivniyht: 
sleep was sot tiought of Cuptain Martin also displayed a number of 
blue lights, to the great astonishment and gretification of the Esqui- 
meux. At each pluce he invited the missionaries on board his vessel, 
and in honour of the Jubilee hoisted fifty flags of different nations. 

“ We are all very sorry to lose our deur fellow-labourers, Brother 
Nissen and wife. They are living letters, and will inform you of the 
progress of the work of God in this country. May the Lord grant 
them a safe voyage. 


“4. E, KOHLMEISTER.” 


A 
From Brother George Schmiditman. 


“ Nai, Avowsr 20, 1821. 
“ Dear Baornea—Little did | expect ever to have corresponded again 


with you here on earth, but the Lord has thought fit to leave me some 
time longer in this vale of tears, for purposes best known to himself. I 
am rat) er weaker than last year, nor have the symptons of my internal 
disorder abated, but He has granted me such « portion of strength, that 
on the jubilee anniversary of this mission, | could not only be present 
at ali our meetings in the chapel, but wos enabled, in the evening of 
that day, to deliver a discourse to my dear Esquimaux. It was very 
affecting, both to me and them, thus, and alter two years absence, ow- 
ing to infirmity, to appear again awong them. Some of them even 
wept aloud, when they saw me coming in to address them. ‘They were 
very attentive, and I was graciously supported. 

“1 have mow been forty years engaged in the service of this mission, 
and adore my God and Saviour for all the mercies He bas bestowed 
upon me during that long period. 

“twas much gratified to find by your letter that my humble at- 
tempts to serve the cause, by the translation of various writings into the 


Bsquimaux language, had met with the approbation of the Society. I 
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have, however, been much hindered, and almost disabled by sickness, 
from doing «s much as 1 wished, After I had finished a large number 
of hymns, as on appendix to the Esquimaux bymn-book in use, | trans- 
lated an weccount of the beginuing and progress of the Labrador mis- 
sion. It describes the first attempt in 1752; then, after several recon- 
noitering voyages had been undertaken, bow, wm 1760, Brother Jens 
Haven went to establish a frendly communication with the Esquimaux. 
In 1771, fourteen Brethren and Sisters settled at Nain, and persevered 
in preaching the Gospel, both there and at the two settlements, Okkak 
and Hopedale, for filly years since the commencement of their labour, 
and sixty-nine since the first attempt was made. The Esquimaux 
heard this narretive on the jubilee-day with astonishment and delight. 

“ The translation of the Revelations of St. John is a very diilicult 
task, and many German words must necessarily be introduced, to ex- 
press things, for which the Esquimaux language has no words. As an 
assistant in this work, I use an Esquimaux brother, who engages in it 
with his whole heart, as a true follower of Christ, and | am pleased aod 
edified to find what a deep impression is made upon him, by those purts 
of this divine book, which are intelligible to us all. I thank the Lord 
for che blessing He lays upon our joint labours, Before I was taken 
ill, I bad translated a large portion of the “ Exposition of Christian 
Doctrine, as taught in the Brethren’s church,” which is now used in the 
instructions given to be baptized. 

* What shall I say more! It pleases the Lord that | should yet suffer 
a painful existence in this world; but He comforts me with His pre- 
cious presence, in such a manner, that | am made able to resign myself 
to His holy will, with child-like confidence in Him. He will assuredly 
not lay more upon me than I am able to bear. Pray for me, that He 
may continue to support me. Pray also for my dear aged wife, that 
she may be led and comforted by Him, when I am no longer here. | 
must close, but I will not take leave of you, for we shall, through mercy, 
see each other again in thet place, where all sorrow and pain will be 
swallowed up in eternal joys. Meanwhile, I remain, your poor sick 
brother. 

* GEO. SCHMIDTMAN.” 


——— 


P. S.—From Brother Jonathan Meatze!. 


“ Oxxak, Avevust 8, 1821. 

“ T wiir add an account of a remarkable phenomenon, which took 
place here on the 7th of July last. On the foregomg day, the weather 
was remarkably warm, with an odd unpleasant smell in the air. In the 
morving of the 7th, about seven o’clock, the sky mn the western quar- 
ter looked quite black, as if a heavy thunder-storm was rising. About 
half after seven, it grew so dark thet we could not see to work, and 
were obliged to light candles. The durkness was equal to midnight, 
and lasted till towards ten o’clock, when it grew lighter; but the sky 





ACCOUNTS FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 17 


now exhibited a red, fiery appearance, as if lighted by some great con- 
flagration. During the whole time it was perfectly calm. Some of 
our Esquimaux, who had been at sea, told us, that something like ashes 
had fallen upon their kayaks. ‘They were very much alormed and 
affected, and said that they believed the last day was approaching, 
when our Saviour would appear in judgment. We are left to guess by 
what this strange appearance may have been occasioned. 


——— 
ACCOUNTS FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 


Extracts of Letters from Brother Hans P. Hallbeck. 


* Gwapewraat, Aveusr 6, 1821. 

“ My last to you was of July 1ith. I returned hither on the 18th by 
way of Paerl, and the mountain called Fransche-hoek, 1 found my 
table covered with letters from England, Enon, Capetown, and other 
places, and among them your favours of March 4th, and April 11th. 
Never did é¢neouragement arrive more opportunely, for my wind was 
more than usually depressed by the illness of B. V. at G. by which 
bis usefulness is at present prevented, and that in a situation where bis 
exertions are much wanted. Several remarks in your letters very 
much enlivened my faith and confidence in the Lord, and removed 
those clouds of unbelief, which will sometimes darken the view, and 
prevent us from laying down our burdens in the proper place. You 
just happened to touch a string, which needed to be put in vibration, 
to restore me to that state of cheerful activity in the work committed 
to me, which painful circumstances are too apt to check. 

“ The account you give me of the state of our missionary finances 
would be discouraging, had we not such a gracious heavenly Father to 
look to, who will not leave us to stand or fall by our own means or 
merits, but has hitherto always supplied our wants. For the relief ob- 
tained from our English friends and benefactors, we in this plice ulso, 
render thanks to Him, who has put into their hearts that generous feel- 
ing of participation in our concerns. 

“ | find a mistake in your letters, as well as in the Periodical Ac- 
counts, a8 to the name of the Government institution of Lepers. You 
call it Hemel op Aarde, (Heaven on Earth,) which I assure you it does 
not deserve. ‘The proper name is Hemel en Jarde, given probebly by 
some wiseacre, who would express, that he there saw nothing but the 
sky, and earth without trees, shrub, or blade of grass, being a dreary, 
deep valley bebind the mountain called the Tower of Babel. 

* O what mercy has God shown in sparing the dwellings of our 
Brethren at Paramaribo, during that dreadful conflagration in January 
last. All the news you send me from England of my dear friends and 
former companions, are highly interesting to me. I rejoice particu- 
larly when I hear, that any of them have entered with their whole hearts 
into the service of the Lord. 

Vou. mu. c 





18 ACCOUNTS FROM SOUTH AFRIC4. 


“ The seeds sent by the last ships bave arrived, and are already 
cotumitted to the ground in various soils. But I am sorry to say, that 
many parcels are damaged, chiefly owing to the chesnut and acorns 
having become rotten, and spoiled the parcels lying near them. Some 
kinds however will, | trust, succeed, and then al! trouble and expense 
will be well rep.id. I have now been four successive seasons in Airica, 
and am fully convinced by my own experience and observation, that 
nothing but steady perseverance is wanting, and that we shall in a few 
years see this place surrounded by groves of various kinds. Though 
we have bad two very dry years, thousands of trees planted since I have 
been here are in such good condition, and so far advanced, that | hope 
no dry season will injure them any more. 

“Some clothing, eniefly for children, sent by our dear English 
friends, is also come to hand, which we shall distribute some time 
hence. I requested you to return to our noble benefactors, our cordial 
thanks for their repeated liberal gifts to our poor Hottentots. Never 
were they more needy than in this time of unexampled distress. ‘The 
same quantity of corn, which, eighteen months ago, we bought for 
forty-five rix-cdollors, is now sold for two hundred and thirty and up- 
wards, and in some parts of the colony for three hundred. lisence 
there is no help for the poorer Hottentots. They must either suffer 
hunger or incur debts, which prolongs their suffering for yeors, by be- 
ing obliged to work off arresrs with the farmers, instead of earning 
money for their fumilies’ subsistence. How they are to find food till 
the harvest, God only knows. I have seen two yeurs of scarcity in 
Africa, but never was the general distress so great as at present: not 
only because the people are impoverished hy the sufferings of former 
yeurs, but becwuse the real wont of eatubles is much greater. ‘There 
are hundreds of colonists who must contrive to live on animal food 
alone, as in some places bread is not to be had for love or money. 
This will soon raise the price of meat. As | am also overseer of the 
poor of this plice, | have opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
their grevt distress. I should almost feel despondency, did 1 not wit- 
ness the exemplary confidence, which most of them put in their heaven- 
ly Father. He will not put them to shame. By a singular coinci- 
dence they have already experienced some help. The farmers now sell 
their seed corn at an extr vag «nt price, but list yeur when corn was 
cheap, and t ey had it ground in our mill, they chose to pay in kind, 
by whieh & considerable stock accumulted. It is now sold to the 
Hottentots at a moderate price. This supply, wit) some, which they 
had saved themselves, has enabled them this year to sow as much us in 
former years. With the money collected for the poor I have been ena- 
bled to purchsse eight sucks of wheat, which I distributed among the 
poorest, to be replaced by them after the harvest. 

“ Hitherto the internal course of our congregation has not been dis- 
tured by these outward calamities. On the contrary, I have resson 
to believe that many an one, by these trials, has been induced, with 
Mere thin Common earnestness, to consider his ways and turn with full 
purpose of heart to the only Helper in every time of need. I have just 
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now a number of persons under instruction, who will be confirmed on 
Wednesday next, ond as far as human judgment goes, | can believe that 
they oll know what it is to be turned from darkness unto light. and 
from the power of Saton to the living God. These are delightful and 
encouraging facts in the midst of much outward misery. During my 
absence in Groeneklooi, seven adults were baptized here, and four, b.p- 
tized as children, received into the congregation; and shortly after my 
return, fourteen were admitted spectators, os candid.tes tor the Lord’s 
Supper. My lost letters from Enon cont ined no porticular news. ‘The 
Brethren and Sisters were oli well, and Brother Lemmertz had engaged 
with great uctivity in bis labour, especially in the schools. 

“| hove not told you, that 1 am endeavouring to obtain some know- 
ledge of the Huttentot | nguage, and to collect their traditions re spect- 
ing their origin and early history. Our Missionernes bere always 
thought that they knew nothing about it, but the fact is, that they were 
ashamed and afraid to tell their tales, as on their conversion to Chris- 
tianity, they were led to despise their old sayings wnd customs, When 
I mentioned to an old man, t at. 1 wished to s ve the Hottentot l.a- 
gua.e from t tal extirpation, he was delighted with the idea, and 
brought two other old men with him, to give me lessons, by which I 
have made a beginning to form « kind of Hottentot Vocabulary. As 
the questions I put to them convince them, that I feel interested io their 
history, and that they need not fear rebuke, if they reveal to me their 
former national customs, whatever they may have been, they are quite 
unreserved, I have thus elicited many cur ous facts. ‘The Hottentots 
call themselves gkhui gkhui, (pronounced with a click of the tongue or 
throat,) ond did not come from the interior of Africa, out over the sea. 
Their tradition runs thus: “ There arrived at the Cape, somewhere 
about the site of Cape town, ‘ a ho se of passage,’ ( this is a litteral trans- 
lation of the Hottentct word, meaning evidently a ship or boat,) con- 
teining a man and his wile, with two boys ond a girl, «a bull and cow 
with three culves; two more bulls and a heifer, 4 rom and sheep with 
three lambs, and two other roms and a s eep; and these were the pro- 
genitors of oll the Hottentots and their cattle. Where they came from, 
my reporters did not kaw, but I think some conjecture may be lormed 
from the language. The sun and moon have the seme appelletion in 
the Hottentot and Hindoostan languages. I possess the Lord’s proyer 
in the Language of Mad«gasear, and find that sica is the word for our in 
both that and the Hottentot. Hence I presume, that we must look to 
the E.st Indies or the eastern Archipelago ior the home of the ances- 
tors of tue Hottentots. Besides the colony, that came to the Cape, 
another seems to h.ve arrived somewhere about Plettenberg’s or Mos- 
sel-bay. Hautaiquas signifies men that wear sail-cloth, and it 1s re- 
m rkaole, that the Koopman and Hessequa tribes, the former of which 
possessed the lund from Capetown to Vier en twentig Revier and Breede 
Revier, and the latter from Breede Revier to Groenland, on tiis side of 
George, spe. k one language or dialect, and the Houtniquas and Gona- 
Ques another, Hevce Sp rman and V:illant differ in their names for 
the same thing. The fact is, one has noted down the Hessequa, and 
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the other the Gonaqua word. The Bosjesmans are runaway Hotten- 
tots. ‘Their origin is said to be this, that on account of the very great 
severity with which the Hottentots punished their children for ony fault, 
but particalrly for losing their cattle, the children were in the latter 
instance afriid to return home, and thus a tribe of runaways was form- 
ed, whose smaller stature and meaner appearence originated in their 
hard manner of living, and the difference of their language in their 
separation from «nd enmity to other Hottentot tribes. We were for- 
merly told, that the Hottentots knew nothing of an evil spirit; but they 
both knew him, and dreaded his influence. Their 7° Geikas, or sor- 
cerers and doctors, were in bis service, and it is to be noticed, that these 
T’Geikas performed the same kind of juggling tricks, which are de- 
scribed in Brother Haensel’s account of the Nicobar Islands, an addi- 
tional circumstance, by which their origin mey be guessed at. 

‘ Brother Marsveld is tolerably well, but full of desire to depart and 
be for ever with the Lord, Our good government is doing every thing 
to keep ap a friendly communication with the Caffres, and intends to 
hold a reguler annual fair with them, at which the sale of spirituous 
liquor is strictly prohibited. ‘Time will show whether this measure will 
answer its benevolent purpose, and whether the last-mentioned prohi- 
bition can be enforced. 

“ Our whole family unite in kindest salutations to you and all our 


friends, to whose prayers we recommend this work of God, especially 
under the present outward distress.” 


“ Gyapentaat, Ocrosrn 10, 1821. 

* Your letters up to May 6, 1821, have all come safe to hand. I 
am happy to hear that you had received mine up to December, 1820, 
and that my communications are not uninteresting to you and our par- 
ticipating friends. The accounts of the work of God in this mission, 
which it is my pleasant duty to send to you, must, indeed, be gratifying 
to every Christian reader. 1 only wish, that, writing in a language not 
my own, I may intelligibly express what I know, feel, and experience of 
the trath of our reports. Many thanks for all the news you send us 
from Europe, and other parts of the world of the progress made by the 
Gospel in so many places, notwithstanding all the epposition of Saten 
and his emissaries. These, and all other accounts, contribute largely 
towards keeping us alive and of good cheer, though separated from our 
friends and connexions. 

“ Brother Bonatz being about to return to Europe, will take some 
of the children home for education. 1 am commissioned to go to Enon, 


on a visit, having been repeatedly invited by Brother Schmitt and the 


rest of the missionaries there. I have already hired a wagon and bul- 
locks, both for going and returning, for the moderate sum of 170 rix- 
dollars, (not 171) and hope to set out on the 15th instant. My wife 
will accompany me, and we may be three months absent from Gna- 
denthal, calculating upon a month at Enon, from whence I will write to 
you. 

“ We have just finished speaking with all the individuals, not yet 
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communicants, and found abundant cause to thenk the Lord for the 
blessing and encouragement which this employment has afforded us, 
In the hearts of most of them, the Holy Spirit has begun a good work; 
and though some are not yet what they ought to be in their walk and 
conversation, it gives us grest pleasure to be able to declare, that by 
far the greater number prove that they are truly eernest, and seek to 
obtain salvation and deliveronce from the power of sin, through the 
merits of their Saviour, We stand astonished at the mercy shown unto 
them by Him who is indeed no respector of persons. [lis work is 
truly marvellous in our eyes. 

* On the 30th of September, eight adults were baptized, and the 
same number received into the congregation. It was a day of great 
comfort and blessing to us all. Dr. Philip, of the London Missionary 
Society, and two other English gentlemen, were present, and seemed 
gratified wit) all they saw and heard. Dr. Philip addressed the con- 
gregation in English, which some of our Hottentots, who have served 
the English army, understand; but as the greater number do not, they 
only could express their thankfulness for this proof of his kindness to- 
wards them. 

“ The poor people are labouring under great privations, though we 
help them as well as we can. ‘Their distress is owing to the failure of 
the last harvest: ond, alas, the propect into futurity is even more dread- 
ful; for there is every appearance of another failure of the crop, In 
several parts of the colony the hopes of the busbandman are already 
destroyed by the rust or mildew; and in our immediate neighbourhood, 
the fields are burnt up by the unusual drought. ‘The Lord alone can 
avert the calamity, and an expected famine. May this chastisement be 
be sanctified for the good of this unhappy colony; and may its inha- 
bitants turn to the Lord with their whole hearts. 

“Of the seeds we received from England, and sowed, the acacia 
alone bas made its appearance; but our plantations in general, are do- 
ing well. In the grove behind the garden and burial-ground, there 
is now a fine shady walk; and in the evening, when the missionaries 
and their ch.ldren are walking to and fro in it, it presents a scene simi- 
lar to the Heimrichsberg at Herrnhut; (a shrubbery, open to the in- 
habitants of the place for recreation.) Seats are placed under the 
trees. We have called this plantation Heinrichshayn, Henry’s Grove, 
as a token of affection for our aged Brother Marsveld. You rememper 
the deep gully beyond the burial-ground. We have begun to fill it up, 
by carrying down the soi! from the mountain under the silver trees. 
‘This will be a great improvement in time.” 


“ Exon, on Tax Witte Revien, Novemsen 30, 1821, 

** | wow sit down to fulfil my promise of writing to you from this 
place. We had a speedy and prosperous journey, and met with no ad- 
venture worth recording. On the 15th of October we left Gnadenthal, 
and arrived here as early as the 8th instant, having performed this long 
journey in twenty-four days. Knowing the extreme scarcity of provi- 
sions throughout the country, we took all the necessaries of life with 
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us; and thns had but littl imducement to call at farm-houses on the 
rod. We encamped, therefore, mostly at the usual outsp.n places, 
where our time was more profitably spent in reading and writing, than 
round the fxrmer’s teapot. However, for the sake of vanety, or to get 
a bottle of oulk, we called here and there. We spent half a day at 
Zuvrbraak, with Mr. Seidenfaden. Being afraid of the duilicult pas- 
sage over the mountains behind George, we took the road through 
Att: qua’s Kloof, where the old talkative Ruiter entertained us with a 
long account of your visit to his house, in company of the Pfalzer and 
the Mecklenburg Doctor, as he called the Brethren Schott and Stein. 
He dignified you with the title of Bishop, and still remembered your 
birth-dey. In the Langekloof you are still in good remembrance with 
Mr. Zondag and Mr. Kritginger. ‘The buge lady you saw at Essen- 
boch, was not at home, but is still in full healt... and the door of her 
room, as wide as that of a barn, gave us some idea of ber dimensions, 
At Uitenhage we spent a very agreeable day, in the house and company 
of Colonel and Mrs. Cuyler; but let me not forget, that I was going to 
jsive you some accouiit of Enon. 

* What I felt at first sight of this village of the Lord, no language 
is able to describe. [ had indeed been informed of the changes tat 
had taken place here, since | first witnessed its beginnings; but even 
the lively descriptions given in Brother Schmitt's letters, presented 
things much more faintly, than | now saw them with my own eyes. 
The wilderness, and the impenetrable ticket of 1819, were still present 
to my imagination. Judge, therefore, of my surprise, when | saw that 
wilderness changed into fruitful gardens; that thicket extirpated, and 
in its place a fine vineyard; the lurking-places of tygers destroyed, and 
ia their stead, comfortable babitstions of men. Imagine my heartielt 
pleasure, when, on the spot where we knet down in the fresh track of 
an elephant, two years ago, and offered up the first prayer for the pros- 
perity of this establishment, I now found a beautiful orange tree, adorn- 
ed at once with ripe fruit and fragrant blossoms; and, when shortly 
after my arrival, { was invited to tea under the huge yellow tree, in the 
shade of which, but lately, there were no assemblies but those of wild 
buffaloes, elephints, and other dreaded inhabitants of the desert. You 
used to suy, that every tree and shrub pl.nted at Gnadenthul, was not 
only an ornament to the place, bat to the Gospel; and you may say with 
equal truth, that every tree and thornbush that is extirpated here, to 
make room for more useful plants, is not so much a proof of the strength 
of the human arm, as of the efficacy of God’s holy Word, for by its in- 
flueuce the work was accomplished. It is certainly more then I hed ex- 
pected: to find here a piece of ground, ne«rly three times as large as the 
great garden at Gnadenthal, cleared, levelled, and laid out as a garden 
and vineyard for the Missionaries, besides about. forty gardens of the 
Hottentots; and all this done amidst a vuriety of other needful work, 
such as building, making water-courses, &c. and even in the most dis- 
tressing times. 

* Vet, notwithstanding the faithful diligence of the Missionaries and 
the Hottentots, this settlement is labouring under great dilicultes, not 





ACCOUNTS FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 23 


likely to be fully removed and which will keep the number of its in- 
habit ots small. The soil is indeed very fertile when it has moisture; 
but for want of that, the hopes of the gardener are often blasted by a 
few hot doys. ‘Thus the Missionaries have, by great exertion in weter- 
ing the plants, only a few beens, potetoes, and other vegetables, in 
their garden, and the Hottentots, who have not been negligent in plant- 
ing, bave but very little produce to expect, exeept God in mercy sends 
a fruitful rain. We are, indeed, contriving to remedy this evil, and 
raise the water out of the river, by means of a pump; but this engine 
in dry weather will not suffice for all the grounds, 

** On Strubel’s Place the Hottentots had no courage to make corn- 
fields, which was well, for those the Missionaries had made, were wholly 
ruined by the rust or mildew. The ploce connot be inhabited for want 
of water. The farmers are also dishewrtened by the failure of the crops, 


and the Hottentots get no work. Other difficulties are just now ex- 
perienced from various cxuses. 


* Llowever, God has wondertully cared for our people, and will also 
supply their wants in future. Of the people of Israel, we read, that the 
Lord sent quails in the desert. Here he has given meat to the Hotten- 
tots, by sending wi.d buffsloes. During the three weeks that I have been 
here, six of these animais have been shot; and the three men that attend 
the cattle, have killed twelve in the space of six months, each of them 


bigger than a large ox. 

“ All the Brethren and Sisters are well, and desire to be kindly re- 
membered to your Society, and to all their. worthy friends, who have 
been such generous benefacturs to Enon. 


“H. P. HALLBECK.” 


oe 


Extract of a Letter from Brother J. H Schmitt. 


“ Exon, on Tax Witte Review, Jaxvanr 13, 1822. 

“ Dean Broruzr—On the 5th of this month, I had the pleasure to 
receive your letter of the 25th of July, 1821; your’s of the 9th of March, 
arrived safe on the 28th of July; and that of the 5th of June on the 5th 
October. We have, however, not yet received the clothing you wn- 
nounced in your letter of the 9th of Morch; but the medicine chest 
reached us in sufety on the 9th of November, by the kind care of Dr. 
Philip. It is indeed a most voluable present, and my wile does uot 
know how sufficiently to express her gratitude to the generous benefac- 
tor, who, with such unmerited and unexpected libervlity, betowed such 
a great benefit upon her and the poor Hottentots in this place. May 
the Lord abundently reward him with the choicest blessings, spiritual 
and temporal, for this kind attention shown to the wants of His poor 
servunts. 

* Your inquiries about Messrs. W. S. and 'T. O. J »m enabled to an- 
swer, by a communication | received from a Mr. F. but yesterday. 
These two Brothers live below Grahan,’s town, on te Great Fish River. 
They fare, like most of the settlers, but very indiflerently. About five 
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weeks ago, they went to Algoa Bay. During that journey they lost 
five oxen. The misery and distress experienced im this country, is, at 
present, so general, that the greater part of the inhabitunts have no 
bread, and very little money to purchase food. ‘The corn has this year 
also suffered by mildew: that, which with much trouble and expense, we 
sowed on Strubel’s Place, is all destroyed by it. 

“ The account you gave me of my former fellow-labourer in the 
Mission in Labrador, Brother Hasting, afforded me very great pleasure. 
I hope he and bis good wife continue to be happy and useful im the ser- 
vice of the Lord, in Silesia. I beg to salute them, and all my former 
companions in Labrador. 

* On the 5th of January, when I received your letter of the 25th of 
July, my mind was particularly occupied with the remembrance of that 
time, in the year 1816, when we first met at Groenekloof; and of what the 
Lord has done since that period. What mercy and favour has He not 
shown to us in the prosecution of the work committed unto us bere in 
Africa. Notwithstanding all our weakness and insufficiency, and admist 
all the danger and desolation by which the enemy and his associates 
sought to destroy His work in this place; His cause is yet maintained, 
and its prosperity is on the increase. No doubt it gave you sincere 
pleasure to hear, that Brother Hallbeck and his wife paid us a visit. 
‘They were here from the 11th of November to the 11th of December; 
and in our present difficult and distressing situation, their visit afforded 
us peculiar pleasure and encouragement. In our own family we find it 
difficult to get through; but as to the poor Hottentots, they can get 
neither money nor food. It is, however, edifying to perceive, with 
what resignation and firm trust in the help of the Lord they bear every 
privation. Not only has the harvest failed, but the drought is so great, 
that the garden-crops have been almost wholly destroyed for want of 
moisture. 

“ I hope and trast that Brother Hallbeck will, according to his pro- 
mise, give you a full and particular account of Enon, and of whot the 
Lord has done here for us and our congregation, since he left us two 
years ago. As to our external affairs, great difficulties continue to 
exist, while this scarcity of provisions lasts, which is indeed so great, 
that we can hardly obtain sufficient food for money. But we hope for 
better times; and as it seems now certain, that a custom-house will be 
built at Algoa-bay, ships may come straight to the bay, both from Eng- 
land and from the eastward. 

* We have lately had the favour of a visit from our worthy friend, 
Mr. Hancke, from Capetown. My wife and I accompanied him to 
Grabamstadt, where we visited the Hottentots belonging to our congre- 
gation. 

“ The celebration of the Christmas holidays, and the entrance into 
the new year, were seasons of great blessings to us and our people. 
The Lord our Saviour refreshed and comforted our hearts by His gra- 
cious presence, and gave us faith to commit ourselves, with all our 
burdens, unto Him. On Epiphany, two persons received holy baptism, 
and eight were admitted to other privileges. During the year past, nine- 
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teen adults and twelve children have been baptized. Thirteen person 
obtained leave to live here. 

* Shortly before Christmas, three familes from the district of Graaf 
Reynet, consisting of twenty persons, arrived here, requesting permis- 
sion to dwell in this place. 

“ But our rejoicing and enjoyment of that peace and comfort which 
we had experienced during the bolidays, Was in’ some measure inter- 
rupted by the news, that the Caffres had again committed sever»! out- 
rages on the frontier. We were truly grieved, and alarmed on that ac- 
count. 

“ January 6th, a lad, about fifteen years old, was sent out into the 
valley to search for some horses. He proceeded as far as the foot of 
the high hills, to the grassy spot, where formerly many Caffres used to 
encamp. Here he was attacked by a troop of these savages, who car- 
ried him off. As he did not return in time, two men were sent out to 
look for him. No one here had any apprehension of Caffres being in 
our neighbourhood. ‘They reached the abovementioned place, and saw 
his track, but could not make out whither he was gone. On the 7th, 
several men went again in search of him, but were not more success- 
ful. On the Sth, I sent a strong party out, who discovered in a valley, 
having some water in it, the traces of about thirty Caffres,* who had 
there killed two cows, one of which they had eaten. Up to this date, 
being the 13th, we have every day sent out 12 or 20 men armed for their 
defence, to search for these thieves and murderers, but hitherto in vain. 
They have committed several depredations in the neighbourhood, and 
even attempted to murder. The poor father of the lad is very much 
distressed indeed. My wife was writing to you, but this unexpected 
disaster and alarm, has bad such an effect upon her, that she cannot 
proceed; however, I hope she will soon recover from her fright. 

“* Hitherto nothing has been done towards building cottages for the 
poor widows; but during Brother Hallbeck’s visit, we resolved to begin 
them as soon as possible. If we had bread to give to the workmen, I 
should not want much pressing in this affair. But God is our refuge! 
He will assuredly help us, let apppearances be ever so discouraging. 

* As soon as I sent word to Colonel Cuyler, of the capture of the 
poor lad by the Caffres, he ordered « commando of armed farmers into 
the mountains behind Jacobus Scheper’s farm; but I have not yet heard 
what suécess they have met with. You shall bave the earliest informa- 
tion. With the most cordial salutations to all our brethren and friends, 
&e. I remain, your very affectionate Brother, 


«J. H. SCHMITT.” 


* Of this singular appearance, an explanation is given in a communication 
received since this was put to press, as will be seen in the following letter 
from Sister Schmitt. 


Vou. u. - 
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Extract of a Letter from Sister 4. Schmitt. 


“Ewen, ow tux Wrrre Revien, Jawvanr 12-18, 1822 

« My last letter was sent off on the 9th of July, and I am truly sorry 
that it has lasted so long before you receive another, the more so as 
you express yourself so desirous of hearing from hence, and so much 
concerned about my health. I have indeed suffered more from illness 
during the last year, than ever before, but since our journey to Algoa 
Bay in June, I bave (thanks be to our Saviour enjoyed very good 
health and spirits. Before that time, the weskness of my body, and 
the depression of my spirits was such, as almost to render me uafit for 
any work. 

* You say in your letter, that you believed Enon to be a healthy 
place, and | believe it so too; but if you knew what fatigue both we and 
our Hottentots endured, from our eagerness to clear and cultivate the 
ground, exposed as we were to the heat of this climate, you would not 
wonder that such a complaint as the flux got among us. It is much 
warmer here than over-land, (that is, than nearer to the Cape.) The 
heat has been so great this summer, that the tallow-candles hanging in 
our garret, melted, and tarned into oi). Thus far, however, our Hot- 
tentots have kept their health pretty well this summer; but I believe 
one great cause of the abovementioned disorder is, their eating so much 
of the wild fruits and roots, which are here in great abundance. ‘The 
want of bread drives them to it. They can earn money, but there is 
no corn to be purchased with it. If we can procure rice for them, they 
are satified, but sometimes we cannot get any for our own use. The 
sexreity of corn throughout the whole country is most distressing. Till 
this week, we have been able to give our work-people a piece of bread 
three times a day, but our stock is finished, and instead of bread we 
now give them rice and meat. My basband has been promised a load 


of corn in a month’s time, as a very great favour, and so long we must 
make shift without it.” 


* Janvanr 28. 

“ Ip you receive Brother Schmitt's letter of the 13th, you will know 
the reason why I did not proceed, It was impossib'e for me to go on 
writing. You can have no idea how such a fright affects me. The 
report of the Caffres having stolen one of our boys, would give you, as 
well as me, great uneasiness. | will therefore send this letter away as 
soon as possible by post, to let you know that the poor boy is safe, after 
having had many narrow escapes of his life. 

“ | he robbers were not Caffres, as at first supposed but Hottentots, 
deserters from the Cape regiment, the same after whom fruitless search 
was made in January, 1821, by a detachment of the seme regiment. 
When the news reached us, that the boy had made his escape, his 
father went to fetch him home, but as there was an order given, that 
he should first be brought to the landdrost, we have not yet seen him. 

* The account given by his father is the following: 

“ There were only three in the gang when they stole and killed the 
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cows in our wood. ‘They, however, lighted many fires, and trampled 
about the piace, to make it appear as if there had been « great number, 
supposing that they would be sought after by men from this place. 
During the night, they bound the boy, lest he should make his escape, 
and in the day time obliged him to go with them. | hey «pproached 
so near to our settlement, that they reached the top of the hill over the 
red rocks, opposite the great Yellow-wood tree. Some of our women 
were washing at the lagoon, and the boy wished much to call to them, 
but durst net venture, lest the ruffians should murder him. He there- 
fore thought that it would be best to accompuny them to the Zwart- 
skop’s Revier, from whence they were again pursued by a detachment 
of farmers, and driven back to the Zuurberg. At a firmer’s, living in 
the mountains, about three hours’ walk from us, they stole « sheep, «nd 
went to kill and eat it in a deep gulley between the rocks; The far- 
mer, perceiving his loss, pursued and shot at them. [le wounded the 
ringleader, and knowing that the boy bad been kidnapped from Enon, 
took care not to urt him, but the bullet, after passing through the 
m.n’s shoulder, struck on the rock, and forced some fragments olf it 
agvinst the boy’s side; not so, however, as to wound him dangerously. 
They now all fled into a thicket, the boy being obliged to run with 
them, fearing that he would be shot. In the evening, hearing sheep in 
the neighbourhood, he ventured to run away, and crept in among them. 
He thus got safe to the farmer’s, who knew him and dressed his wounds. 
We all, and more especially his parents, are very thankful that the 
Lord spared his life. 

“ It is certain, that more deserters belong to this gang, and likewise 
some Caffres, are at present lurking about in the mountains; but we 
hope, that, for some time at least, they will leave our neighbourhood. 

“| can assure you, that such frights prove a great detriment to the 
outward concerns of this settlement. Our people are afraid to go out 
about their usual occupations, especially the women, who frequently 
earn a penny by burning charcoal; to do which, they must go to a 
considerable distance from their dwellings. I am glad to see that they 
begin again to venture out; for if the poor widows of the murdered 
Hottentots cannot do something in this way to earn a little money, I 
likewise get into straits, for they all flock to me for advice I rejoice 
to observe, how wonderfully the Lord helps them through, and they 
conduct themselves very well. Two of them were lately married again. 
We hve now seven left with twenty-four orphans. 

“ Brother Hallbeck will no doubt have given you a circumstantial 
account of his visit, and of the various arrangements that were made 
during his stay. It was a sesson of particular encouragement to me. 
From Brother Lemmerz likewise, you will have heard that the Lord is 
still pleased to lay His rich blessing on our labours, both in spiritual 
and temporal concerns. The enemy indeed does his best to disturb 
us. but he is not permitted to succeed. The Lord knows best by what 
means He will collect a congregation from among the heathen, and set 
Enon to His praise in this country, We thought, that this and the 
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other trial or trouble would deter the Hottentots from wishing to join 
us. buat it has in general turned out to be the reverse. When this last 
disturbance occurred, three families, consisting of nineteen persons, 
came to request lesve to live with us. 

* After a long drought, we have had fine rains. The gardens pro- 
mise better then we expected, and | still hope, that, though times are 
hard, He that bas helped us thus far, will help as still farther. 

** | often stond in silent amazement before our door, and see the con- 
gregation flocking to our tewporary church, What bas not the Lord 
done for us and them, in so short.a time! Never did I think that my 
eyes would see what they now see! I am indeed unworthy of such a 
f.vour, and our Saviour knows my weakness; yet, He has still patience 
with me, and permits me to be engaged in this great work. Pray for 
me, for I feel that | am an unprofitable servant, Gladly would I con- 
tribute my poor exertions in His service, but all | can do is not worth 
a mite. 

“ I have still something to say, which indeed ought to have stood in 
the first line of my letter, and that is, to express my most heartfelt 
thanks for the valuable present of the medicine chest, sent me by the 
Rev. Mr. P. He could not have made me a present of any thing more 
useful to Enon. The chest destined for my own use, I value above 
every thing | possess; and hope, as long as I live, to make the best use 
of it, not only for myself, but for the general good of the congregation 
where | am; and when I depart this life, | shall not leave it to any one 
who will not do the same 

“ Some of the clothing that arrived with the five chests, is still left 
for distribution, and as that is chiefly committed to me, | take great 
care, that only the most needy have a share in it. 

“Our people have lately kuled many fine buffaloes, anPthcir beauti- 
ful horns are lying about; some of very great size. Our street is kept 
as cle:n as possible. You have not seen many places in Africa cleaner 
than this. 

“ My dear husband has had his health tolerably well this summer, 
though now and then his old rheumatic complaint troubles bim, espe- 
cially when he is too much exposed to the sun. This, however, he 
cannot avoid. He is at present busily employed in preparing wood for 
a water-wheel, to drive a large pump, to bring the river water to the 
vineyard and gardens, and at the same time to work a small cornmuill. 
He studies by day and night, what he may do for the improvement of 
Enon; his whole heart lives in the work. 1 often remind him of what 
you once wrote, desiring him .o spare himself a little, that be might 
hold out longer in the service, but he will not mind me, till fatigue over- 
powers him. He is not able to walk without a stick, and leans much 
to one side, but still he gets on as quick as mahy a young man. I keep 
a little sewing-school, with some poor children, and if I could get ma- 
terials more readily, straight from England, I could do more for the 
benefit of this little concern. There are many other subjects I wish to 
write about, but have not the gift of saying much in few werds, and my 
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paper is filled. I must therefore postpone it; and recommending this 
dear place and mission to the kind remembrance of all our dear friends 
and well-wishers in their prayers, remain ever, &c. 


A. SCHMITT 


SELECTIONS 
From the Records of the United Brethren’s Church. 
No. V. 
The Brethren establish their own Episcopacy. 


Tur Brethren were now convinced, that no generel reform of the 
national church was to be expected. They therefore, even in the midst 
of this persecution, and while they were thus cast out into the wilder- 
ness, consulted how they might maintain among themselves the pure 
doctrines of the gospel, and such Christian practice and discipline as ap- 
peared conformable to them; trusting in the all-powerful help and yra- 


cious support of God himself. For this purpose, they first chose some 
elders out of their number, to whom they committed the management 
of their affairs and promised obedience. ‘These men were likewise 
authorized, in case of necessity, to call the most respected of their 
Brethren in Bohemia and Moravia to their assistance. In these assem- 
blies or synods, which they held in secret, in various parts of the 
mountains, they agreed upon certain resolutions to be adopted in their 
congregations, and their walk and conduct towards each other, their 
neighbours, and the magistrates. 

One of their chief concerns was, how the ministerial office might be 
supplied, after the decease of tie regular priests, ordained by the Ca- 
lixtines, in case no more of that communion should join them out 
of love to the truth. This important question was discussed in the 
celebrated synod held in the village of Lhota, in the year 1467, and a 
resolution tiken, to fill the ministerial offices with Brethren of their 
own persuasion. ‘To this end, nine men of talents and approved prety 
were chosen, three of whom they would appoint by lot for the ministry. 
They then prepared twelve papers, and wrote upon three of them, the 
word Est, “ This is the man.” nine being left blank. With great 
fervency, and many tesrs, they now offered up prayers to God, that he 
would by this method direct them to those persons whom he bad chosen 
for the ministry; or if none out of that number had his approbation, he 
might cause a blank to be drawn by each of them. 

The nine men were then solemnly presented before the Lord, and a 
little boy being called in, the p»pers were mixed together, and the child 
directed to give one to each of them. ‘The papers having the word 
Est inscribed upon them, fell to the share of Matthew of Kunewalde, 
Thomas of Preschelauz, and Elias Krschenow. These men were re- 
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ceived with great joy and thanksgiving, as out of the hand of God, and 
all the Brethren present promised them obedience, by giving them the 
right-hand of fellowship and the kiss of peace. Whe synod now en- 
dexvoured to procure for these three men, regular ordination, that is, a 
solemn introduction into the ministry, by imposition of hands, perform- 
ed by some minister holding a superior office in the church. The regu- 
larly ordained ministers of the Brethren, who were yet living, might 
indeed bave performed this ceremony of ordination, consistent with the 
practice of the first apostolic church. But as the established church 
for many ages had admitted only of ordination by bishops, the Brethren 
resolved in a subsequent synod, to apply for episcopsl ordination, that 
their enemies might not in future have occasion to dispute the validity 
of their ministerial functions. 

It was vain to expect to obtain such ordination from the Romish or 
Calixtine bishops; the Brethren therefore resolved to make application 
to the Waldenses, who dwelt at that time in considerable numbers in 
Austria, territories bordering on Moravia and Bohemia, and traced the 
succession of their bishops from the days of the apostles. In this view 
they deputed three of their ordained ministers, one of whom was Mi- 
chae! Bradaztus, to Stephen, bishop of the Waldenses, who expressed 
great joy on receiving toeir report, and with great solemnity conse- 
crated these three men bishops of the Brethren’s church. , 

Some time atter this event, a persecution «rose against the Waldenses 
in Austria, by which they were totelly dispersed, and their bishop 
Stephen burnt at Vienna. Thus the wonderful providence of God had 
spared this last bishop of the Waldenses so long, that before his decease, 
he could transmit regular Episcopal ordination to the Brethren. The re- 
turn of the newly consecrated bishops gave the Brethren great joy. At 
a synod held soon after, the abovementioned three men, chosen for the 
ministry by lot, were ordained priests, and Matthew of Kunewalde con- 
secrated to be the fourth bishop. 

As soon os it was known that the. Brethren had received regular 
Episcopal consecration, and now might appoint and ordain ministers 
among themselves, a most bloody decree was issued against them, by 
Rokyzan's own instigation, at the diet in 1468, and commanded to be 
read from all pulpits in the land. lll the states were required to take 
up end punish at plessure all picards, by which odious name the 
Brethren were stigmatized. The prisons in Bohemia, and especially at 
Prague, were soon filled with the members of their church; and their 
first bishop Michel remained in close confinement till the king’s desth. 
Many perished in deep dungeons with hunger, others were cruelly tor- 
tured. ‘The remainder were obliged to fly into the thickest forests, and 
to hide themselves by day in caves and recesses of the rocks. Fear- 
ing to be betrayed in the day-time by the smoke, they kindled their 
fires only «t night, around which they employed their time in reading 
the scriptures, »nd in prayer. If they were obliged to go out in the 
snow, either to seek provisions or to visit their neighbours, they always 
walke! behind each other, all treading in the foosteps of the first, and 
the last dragging a piece of brushwood after bim to obliterate the track, 
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er to make it appear as if only some poor person bad entered the woods 
to fetch a bundle of sticks. 

I bis persecution did not cease till God himself put a stop to it, by 
the death both of king Podiebrad, and Rokyzan. Under the govern- 
ment of his successor, Wladisias of Poland, the Brethren enjoyed rest 
and peace for a considerable time. 


mel 


No. VI. 
Regulations and Discipline of the Church of the Brethren.* 


Tue Brethren improved the rest they enjoyed during the reign of 
king Wladislas with earnestness and faithfulness, to ground and build 
up their congregations in their most holy faith, and to strengthen the 
bonds of brotherly love. Tieir doctrine was, in all essenti.! points, 
perfectly the same with that of the protestant churehes at the reforma- 
tions which took place in the sixteenth century. This is proved both 
by ther own truly scriptural hymns, confessions, and apologetical writ- 
ings; and by the testimonies received from Luther, Calvin, and other 
reformers. 

They likewise exerted themselves to render their church regulation 
and discipline conformable to the rule of Christ and his apostles, and 
to reduce it to practice. They divided the members of their congre- 
gation into three classes, Such as were concerned for their soul’s 
salvation, but considered us new converts, and not yet firmly establish- 
ed, they called beginners, or novices. The second class consisted of 
such as were increasing in knowledge and faith, and enjoyed all the 
church privileges; all of whom were particularly examined previous to 
every celebration of the Lord’s supper; a practice never omitted even 
in the third class, who were considered as more perfect in every Chris- 
tian duty. 

From the latter, the servants of the congregation were chosen. 
First, Elders:—t ese were serious, pious, and experienced persons of 
both sexes, whose business it was to observe the daily walk and con- 
versation of the members of the church, the men among the men, and 
the women «among their own sex. They were empowered to prevent 
or correct disorder, to reconcile disputing parties, and to give good 
advice in all external affairs, and to young married people. They did 
this either alone, or with the assistance of the ministers, Secondly, 
Almoners—who, with the concurrence of the ministers, relieved the 
poor, especially widows, orphans, and exiles, out of the poor’s box, into 
which each contributed his voluntary alms. Thirdly, Inspectors of 
Buildings—whose office it was to build and maintain churches and 
minister’s houses, towards which quarterly contributions were collected, 


* Chiefly extracted from John Immanuel Frederick Schmid’s history of the 
Christian Religion. 
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Fourthly, Ministers: these were not required to have received a classi- 
cal education, but rather to possess a right understanding of scripture 
truth and practice, with a faithful humble mind, and a talent to adminis- 
ter instruction in a loving, simple, and yet well grounded and evongeli- 
cal manner. They were first appointed to inferior stations. Young 
Brethren, who distinguished themselves from others by their piety and 
good sense, and were under tuition for the ministry, were called, Fifth- 
ly, Acoluths: they lived in the house of one of the ministers, enjoyed 
his daily converse and instruction, and after some time were placed 
under the tuition of others. Their time was divided between all kinds 
of useful exercises, in mechanical labour, studying the seriptures, com- 
posing hymns, preaching, learning music, and instructing children. 
Even at meals, their conversation was rendered profitable. In the 
absence of the minister, they performed the service of clerks: they ac- 
companied him also on bis journies; and, in cases of necessity, read 
homilies or delivered discourses in small congregations. Sixthbly, 
Deacons, or Helpers, who were assistants to the ministers. It was ex- 
pected of them, that they should continue diligently to study the serip- 
tures, and prepare themselves for the ministry, keeping school, and 
exercising themselves in preaching. Seventhly, Presbyters, or Priests, 
whose proper office it was to administer the word and sacraments, and 
to approve themselves in the congregations committed to their care, as 
ensamples to the flock. These were subject to—Eighthly, the Bishops. 
But as the bishops of the church of Rome for so many centuries had 
abused their authority, only to amass great wealth and power, and to 
support princely establishments, the Brethren, willing to avoid all ap- 
pearance of ostentation, generally gave their bishops the name of 
Seniors. Nor did the bishops possess greater prerogatives, or incomes, 
than the other ministers; but rather, by their office, were subject to 
more labour and anxiety, and liable to be reminded, reproved, and ad- 
vised by all their brethren in office. Only aged, and distinguished men, 
were appointed by the common choice of the ministers, to the Episco- 
pol charge, and none were permitted to canvass for it, Nor did any 
offer themselves as candidates for the office of priest or deacon; but the 
bishops called them to it, or changed their stations, as they found most 
proper. In the diocese over which the bishop presided, he held an 
annual visitation in every congregation, to examine the ministers and 
wardens, and to ordain as such as were called to special offices. 

Every three or four years a general Synod was held, at which minis- 
ters and deputies from the congregations were assembled, and deli- 
berated upon the most important concerns of the church. Sometimes 
special meetings of this kind were held in different provinces, by a 
smaller number of Brethren, to consider of particular matters. The 
proceedings of these provincial synods were teported to the bishops. 

No one was permitted to preach new doctrines, to introduce unusual 
ceremonies into the chureb service, or publish any book, without pre- 
vious examination and approbation of his superiors. 

The Brethren devoted the Lord’s day entirely to the public preach- 
ing of the gospel, devout and quiet meditation upon the truths of the 
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bible, and rest from all worldly occupations. They also kept four 
annual fast and prayer days; and in times of persecution or great 
calamities, days were specially appointed for that purpose. 

In their meetings, they sung, prayed, preached, read and expounded 
a chapter in the bible, and catechised their youth. 

At the baptism of children, the sponsors promised, to the utmost of 
their ability, to promote the spiritual welfare ef the children, more par- 
ticularly in case the parents should depart this life. 

Previous to their first participation of the holy sacrament, the young 
people publicly renewed their baptismal covenant, and were blessed 
with imposition of hands. ‘The communion was not only preceded by 
a preparatory discourse, but each communicant was required to appear 
at an appointed time before the minister, who in conversation, exa- 
mined into the state of his mind and conduct, and if he did not find bim 
duly prepared, or had no hopes of his sincere desire to reform, he re- 
fused him admission to the Lord’s table. 

It was expected, that every house, but especially that of the minister, 
should be a temple of the Lord, in which the father of the family per- 
formed daily worship, in the morning, at noon, and in the evening. 
Games, dancing, and all kind of vain worldly amusements, were not 
suffered in the congregation. Idleness, slander, and law-suits were 
carefully avoided. Whoever undertook a journey, received a testi- 
monial from the minister, and was recommended to the prayers of the 
congregation. If possible, he took up his lodgings only in the houses 
of Brethren, who were every where noted for their hospitality. 

All members of the congregation, whether rich or poor, high or low, 
were willingly subject to this discipline; in the exercise of which there 
were three gradations. If a brother committed a fault, a few brethren, 
and if needful, the minister and elders, gave him some private admoni- 
tion. If he owned his fault, he was dismissed with good advice and 
comfort; but if he proved refractory, he was not admitted to the table 
of the Lord, till he showed contrition and amendment. If any were 
guilty of gross and offensive transgressions, the reproof was public. 
If the transgressor repented of his sins, he was comforted by the as- 
surance of forgiveness, if he would join the congregation in prayer for 
the pardon and remission of his sins by the blood of Jesus, give fuil 
proof of his change of mind, and perseverance in amendment, and 
either himself, or through the minister, ask forgiveness of the whole 
congregation, to whom the offence was given. 

Total exclusion from the congregation took place only in case of the 
offence being of the most heinous nature, or the transgressor proving 
refractory. This was made known in a public assembly of the con- 
gregation, who heard it with great emotion, and often with many tears, 
confirming it with a loud Amen. In case the person excluded repented, 
he could not be readmitted, except after a time of the most strict and 
cautious probation. 

Among the mixed multitude, of which an established church consists, 
it would be neither adviseable nor practicable to introduce such regula- 
tions, and a discipline so strict; but the Brethren who had united with 

Vor. u. E 
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a view to establish a living congregation of Jesus, according to the 
apostolic model, considered the strictness of their discipline both inse- 
parably connected with their character, and indispensably necessary for 
their existence; and exerted themselves at «ll times, with more or less 
energy ood success, to maintain it, till their congregations were entire - 
ly destroyed by their enemies. 


——— 


GREENLAND. 


Extract of the Diary af Licurenac, from July 1820, to the beginning of 
1821. 


Dvurure the last week in July, the Brethren, Kleinschmidt and 
Eberle being very busily engaged in the repair of the church, the 
Greenland Assistants were employed to visit the members of our con- 
gregation, who live seattered on the coast, and to invite them to attend 
the celebration of the Holy Communion on the 29th. A great many in 
consequence came to us from all the outplwces; and, in general, their 
convers«tions with us, testified of the desire which they felt to enjoy 
this holy ordinence for the comfort and refreshment of their souls. We 
were particularly thankful to learn from our Assistants, that the con- 
duct of our people, while at a distance from us, and deprived in a 
great mesure of the merns of grace, had been worthy of the Gospel: 
one of our female Assistunts observed: “ It has often rejoiced my heart 
to perceive, that the desires of the Brethren and Sisters are fixed upon 
the one ting needful, and that they earnestly seek to enjoy communion 
with our Saviour.” Other Assistants expressed their pleasure, at the 
thought, that, ere long, some of their heathen countrymen, whom they 
had met at the outpleces, would perform their promise of coming to 
Lichtenau to bear the Gospel. One Brother expressed himself with 
gre st feeling on the subject of man’s natural depravity, observing, “ My 
helpiess state becomes more and more apperent to me; but when I am 
ag in reminded of the love of our Saviour, and the blessing pronounced 
by Him on those who are poor io spirit, | feel comforted.” 

-lugust 4. A boat, with a large company of hevthen Greenlanders, 
consisting of four widows with their families, came hither from the 
south, in-order to live with us, and hear the Gospel; and on the follow- 
ing day, arrived old Neppinek with his family, from the same part of 
the coast. We received these persons, (with whose wish to remove to 
Lichtenau, we have been for sometime acquainted,) with earnest prayer, 
that the Lord would lay His blessing on our endeavours to lead them 
to the knowledge of their Saviour and Redeemer. 

14th. The Assistant Brother Moritz (Maurice) brought the body of 
his only son, a boy about thirteen years of age, hither for interment. 
He had gone with some of his companions to hathe in a pond, and ven- 
turing into too deep water, was drowned, before any assistance could 
be afforded him. The grief of his parents was excessive; nor could 
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they find any alleviation but in that thoaght, that he was removed to a 
state of eternal happiness. He was a boy of very amiable dispositions, 
attentive and obedient to his parents and teachers, and gave us good 
hopes of his future prosperity. 

23d. Our ploce became very lively towards the end of this month, 
in consequence of the retura of our people from the outpl.ces. The 
number of young people being increased, we took an opportunity, in 
one of our evening meetings, to direct the attention of the Brethren and 
Sisters, to the important duty which devolved upon them, in reference 
to the religious instruction of their children, and the example which it 
was incumbent on them to give. 

On the Sth of August, a heathen, Usuina, came with his family to 
reside with us during the winter, assuring us, that it was his full inten- 
tion to turn to the Lord. A short time ago he bad nearly lost his life. 
Having harpooned a large seal, the wounded cresture turned upon him 
with great fury, and not only rent a hole in his kajak, but even attacked 
his person, tearing his clothes, and wounding him severely. When he 
was nearly ready to sink, a b«ptized Greenlander arrived to his assist- 
ance; the dying animal hereupon immediately darted at the new-cower, 
and tore a hole im his kajuk also: and bad not its strength been nearly 
exhausted, the encouuter might have proved fatal to both the Green- 
landers. 

lith. We had a visit from a heathen, who lives very far to the 
south. On being questioned concerning his knowledge of God, he de- 
clared his utter ignorance even of the existence of a God. Q, “ But 
you know something of the devil, for you heathens are always enguged 
with him.” 4. “I have never troubled myself with any of these mat- 
ters.” Q. “ Do you not know that you have an immortal soul, which will 
not die when the body dies?” .4. “ No, I have never heard any thing 
about it.” @ “ Are you, however, willing to hear of that Saviour, 
who loves all mankind, and desires not their death?” 4. ‘QO yes, I 
would gladly hear of him; but that is no easy thing, for we have no op- 
portunity of attending any teachers.” Q. “ Do you not think that the 
believers in Jesus, whom you see here living together in such peace 
and harmony, are happy?” 4. “I understand nothing of all this; for 
it is the first time I have seen or heard any thing of the kind.” The 
account of our Saviour’s incarnation, death and resurrection, was then 
read to him, out of the Harmony of the Evangelists, to which he paid 
great attention. Some of the circumstances related by the Evangelists, 
seemed to strike him much, particularly that of blood and water flow- 
ing from our Saviour’s side. The bell happening to ring for the evrn- 
ing service, he was invited to attend with the congregation. He ex- 
cused himself, however, saying, that he was unworthy to join them; 
but he remained at a little distance, watching the people going into the 
chapel. The decorum and order which prevailed among them, seemed 
to surprise him. He left us, with his family, on the 12th, and we could 
not but earnestly pray, that the Spirit of God would reveal to his heart 
the important truths, which, during his visit in Lichtenau, he had heard 
for the first time. 
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Sept. 15. A Greenlander, named Prllesse, who had formerly been a 
candidate for baptism, arrived from the south, and told us, that he came 
to unburden his mind upon various subjects. Among other things, he 
said: “ O might but our Saviour draw me away from all other objects, 
to Himself; I have learned that the devil is a great deceiver, and both 
I and my family, who are still heathen, have long since ceased to have 
any thing more todo with our heathenish customs. I have been often 
invited by heathen living further south, to visit them; but I have always 
refused, because I heard that they still continue to believe in the devil, 
and to do his works. We often speak together on these subjects, and 
say: if but the teachers at Lichtenau would write a letter, and send it 
by the ship to Europe, that they might obtain materials for building a 
house in the south. and come and live with us and instruct us! We 
men, indeed, can go in our kajaks and visit the teachers; but our wives 
and children are unwilling to leave their own country. But we would 
all gladly receive instruction.” 

In the beginning of October, our Greenlanders were uncommonly 
successful in catching seals, particularly by a mode which is only prac- 
tised in the more southern parts of the country. They go out on a 
still and dark night, and listen attentively to the snorting of the seals, 
by which they are directed in their approach to the animals. Being 
enabled to come very near them, without being perceived, they take 
them without much difficulty. There is, however, considerable danger 
attending this method. 

As we had now collected together the whole of that company of 
Greenlanders who intend to reside with us during the winter, we found, 
to our great joy, that among the number were nearly fifty heathen 
more than last winter, who had come for the first time. May the Lord, 
who is the light and desire of the Gentiles, manifest Himself to their 
hearts, and teach them to know Him, whom to know is life eternal. 

After the festival of the 13th November, which was celebrated with 
particular blessing by the congregation, we commenced our usual win- 
ter services, and were rejoiced to find, that they were eagerly and nu- 
merously attended by all classes. 

In order to promote a work of grace in the hearts of the new people, 
of whom mention has been already made, we appointed a particular 
weekly meeting for their instruction; and endeavoured, by addressing 
them in a manner suited to their capacities of divine things, to lead 
them to the knowledge of their God and Saviour. On one of these 
occasions, a woman observed: “It is indeed a circumstance which 
should excite us to gratitude and abasement, that we, who are so little 
worthy of attention, have a separate meeting for religious instruction. 
O that we may make right use of such a privilege!” 

14th. The Brethren Eberle and Kleitischmidt recommenced the 
schools for children of both sexes. On account of the many new peo- 
ple, the numbers were larger than ever before, viz. seventy in the boys’, 
and eighty in the girls’ school. It was gratifymg to find, that they had 
not forgotten, what they hed previously learnt. 

A woman said, “ My unworthiness is indeed great, but I can truly say, 
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that my desire after God’s word is great also.” In our next conference 
with the Assistants, we particularly enjoined them to attend to their 
heathen countrymen, which they cheerfully promised to do. It was 
observed by some of the Assistants, that the new people often express- 
ed their joy to perceive, that their understandings were more and more 
opened to receive the word of God, and the words which were addressed 
to them in their meetings by their teachers, and that they could not 
help often exelaiming, “Oh! why have we not sooner come hither to 
the believers, with whom we now feel so happy.” 

In speaking with the individual members of our congregation on this 
occasion, we could not help noticing the increasing number of widows, 
of whom we now count about seventy. We feel truly thankful, that 
our Heavenly Father so graciously provides both for them and for their 
children. 

The Assistant Andrew, in a discourse delivered to his countrymen, 
on the 17th December, expressed himself as follows: “My beloved 
friends, as long as we are in the world, there is nothing of which we 
should more delight to hear, than of our Saviour’s death and sufferings, 
for from this source must spring all true religious feeling. Nothing 
therefore should cause us more anxiety than indifference to Him who 
thus became ovr Saviour; and we should often, yea daily, put the ques- 
tion to our hearts: ‘do I love Jesus better to-day than yesterday’, and 
apply more diligently for His grace? Daily ought we to thank Him for 
His incarnation, sufferings, and death, for if we bad not such a Saviour, 
as He is to us, we could obtain no true happiness. Let us implore Him 
that He would continually grant us to enjoy His presence, and when 
we have obtained this enjoyment ourselves, let us entreat the same 
mercy io behalf others.” 

On the ith, all our Greenlanders, who live at the warm springs, 
came hither on a visit, and remained during the celebration of the 
Christmas festival. In the meetings which we held with the unbap- 
tized, it was peculiarly gratifying to us to observe the silence and de- 
corum which prevailed, and the eagerness with which they seemed 
almost to devour the words addressed to them. 

The old heathen Greenlander, Millekolek, from the south, paid us a 
visit for the first time during these days. He had formerly been very 
hostile to the Mission, but a severe illness which lately befel bim, 
brought him into salutary alarm about his sinful state, and enabled him 
himself to answer the questions which he used te put to us rather 
scoflingly, “ Have even I need to be converted?” He now listens gladly 
to what is spoken to him concerning the Saviour of mankind. 

When we spoke with the baptized and new people, we found great 
reason to thank the Lord, for the continued work of His Holy Spirit on 
their hearts. 

Old Neppinek had much to say on the subject of the happiness he 
enjoyed in connexion with the believers: he declared his conviction, 
that there was nothing upon earth wort! enjoying, in comparison with 
the love of Christ, and expressed his sorrow, that he had continued so 
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mony years in blindness of heart, and ignorance of the blessings of the 
Gospel. 

On the 24th, the services in commemoration of our Saviour’s birth 
were so numerously attended that the church could scarcely contain all 
the auditory. The heat was almost insupportable. 

In order to afford « gratification of another kind to our Greenlanders, 
who are io this respect hke children, we distriouted among them, 2s a 
Christmas gift, the presents of needles and tobacco, sent by our dear 
friends in Encland for their use. As the latter article is now no longer 
to be procured at the Danish factory, the gift of it at the present time 
wes doubly acceptable to our people. The assistant Brother Sigis- 
mund observed in reference to this subject: “ We have spoken much 
together about the kindness which has been shown us; and we cannot 
comprehend how it is, thet persons who have never seen us, should 
love as, and care so kindly for our wants. We are indeed greatly their 
debtors.” 

During the present week, a violent storm from the south, cleared all 
the country in our vicinity of snow, which was a circumstance of un- 
common occurrence. During the year 1920, eighteen children have 
been born, and twenty-six baptized at Lichtenau, fourteen adults from 
the heathen baptized, ten persons received into the congregation, and 
ten admitted to the Holy Communion. Seventeen persons have de- 
pated this life. The whole congreg:tion committed to our care at this 
place consists of 588 persons, fifty-three more than at the close of last 
year: of these 90 are not yet baptized. 

J. CONRAD KLEINSCHMIDT, 
J. MICHAEL EBERLE. 
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Extract of « Letter from Brother J. G. Paocor. 
“ Dated Basserenae, Sr. Kirts, January 15, 1922. 


“ Dean Brotuer, 

“ Peamrr me at the beginning of this new year to express my best 
wishes and prayers, that the Lord our Saviour may bless you, and the 
worthy members of the Society for the furtherance of the Gospel, with 
all spiritual blessings and consolations, and grant you more and more 
to experience His help in the support of that precious cause, in which 
you and we desire to serve Him, by the preaching of the Gospel to the 
heathen. I will add @ brief account of our proceedings since my last. 

“ On the Sunday previous to the holidays not all the Negroes, are 
able to attend at the church, and we therefore postponed our prayer- 
day to Chrstmas-day. The presence of the Lord made this day a day 
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of blessing to us and our people. Two men and three women received 
holy baptism. On the day following, the church was crowded; great 
stillness prevailed among the auditory, who seemed to listen with eager 
attention to the glad tidings, that even to them also is born a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord, and we hope not without blessing. Our 
hearts were filled with gratitude to God, and we prayed fervently, that 
the seed of His werd might fall into good ground. 

* On the next day | went to Bethesda to assist Brother Kaltofen. Both 
in the morning and afternoon the new church was filled with attentive 
hearers. We thank and praise the Lord that He lnys such a rich bless- 
ing on this new estublishment. Many aged and infirm Negroes came 
to us to express their gratitude that they bad now a church so near, at 
which they could more frequently attend on Sundays to hear the word 
of God. 

“ On the Sist, we met to close the year with prayer and thanksgiv- 
ing for the many mercies we have received at the hands of our God 
and Saviour, and to implore His pardon for our mistakes and failings, 
of which we are conscious. We called to mind, with humble thonks, 
the gracious preservation we experienced during the severe hurricane 
on the 9th and 10th of September. Although the damage we sustained 
was considerable, yet He preserved our lives and buildings, On this 
eccasion the church was again crowded, and numbers stood without, 
who could gain no admittance. We entered into the new yeer with 
the assurance that the Lord will continue to bless His work, pardon all 
onr trespasses, support us under all trials, and grant us, as heretofore, 
to rejoice in the power divine, which is the word of His Cross, for the 
salvation of all them that believe. 

“ The year past has been a sickly season, and we have suffered fre- 
quent illness in our families, both here and at Bethesda, but are now 
tolerably well. 

“ On the 20th of December, Governor Maxwell and his lady arrived 
in the Island. On the 26th, his Excellency accompanied by the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Wilson, visited Bethesda. They seemed pleased with this 
new settlement. 

“ January 2d. Brother Johansen and I waited upon him and bis lady 
to congratulate them on their safe arrival. We were kindly received, 
and the Governor conversed with us some time about the state of our 
Missioa. 

“ During the year 1821, 114 persons, young and old, were baptized: 
100, baptized as children, received into the congregation: 47 admitted 
to the Lord’s Supper: re-admitted, 52: candidates for the holy com- 
munion, 66, and candidates for baptism, 128: departed this life, 93: ex- 
cluded, 60. At the close of the year the congregation at Basseterre 
consisted of 1873 persons, of whom 512 are communicants. If the new 
people and those at present excluded are added, the whole number 
under our care amounts to about $000. We commend ourselves, and 
the work committed to us in this Island, to the faithful remembrance of 
all our Brethren and friends. 


«J, G. PROCOP.” 
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From Brother C. F. Ricurer. 


“ Dated Sr. Joun’s, Awrieva, January 27, 1822. 

“ Arrer a tedious and dangerous voyage of 54 days, the Brethren 
and Sisters Brunner and Robins, and Sister Grohman, arrived safe and 
well with us, on the 20th of December last. We had already felt much 
anxiety on their account, and were.the more thankful to the Lord for 
having led them in safety to us. 

* Sometime ago we received three chests, containing Bibles and Tes- 
taments, sent to us from the British and Foreign Bible Society. We 
request you to return our most humble thanks to the venerable Society, 
for this most valuable present, praying the Lord to reward them abun- 
dantly. 

“ Brother Ellis and his wife are appointed to serve in the new Mis- 
sionary Settlement at Cedar-hall, four miles south of St. John’s. No- 
vember the 5th ult., the foundation-stone of the new church and dwel- 
ling house was laid. Both will be under one roof. They have removed 
to a house in the neighbourhood, in order that Brother Ellis may 
superintend the building. 

“ Several gentlemen have subscribed to this undertaking: Sir William 
Ogilvie, 1001; Joseph Weston, Esq. 1001; Hon. Samuel Warner, for the 
estates of Rose and Blubber Valley, 100/; Sir H. Martin, Bart. 100/; 
Thomas Clark, Esq. 401; Richard L. Martin, Esq. 401; Charles Barnard, 
Esq. 401; all Antigua currency, A proper inscription was put into the 
foundation stone. 

“The work of God, intrusted to us, continues to increase in this 
island; and the blessing of the Lord rests upon our weak endeavours to 
make His name known to lost sinners as their Saviour, for which we 
thank Him in buwility. 

* All of us enjoy at present good health, and are active in our calling. 
Our new-comers have entered cheerfully on their work.” 


— 


From Brother Lewis Sropwasser. 


“ Newrie.p, Antigua, February 7, 1822. 

“Tue month of November, 1821, was particularly distinguished by 
the laying of the foundation-stone of the new church at Cedar-hill in 
the valley, on the 5th, and the opening of that at Mountjoy on the 25th. 
A great number of people attended on both occasions, especially at 
Mountjoy. That we have been called upon to form three new settle- 
ments in such convenient and central situations is a proof that the Lord 
has caused our poor exertions for the conversion of the Negroes to be 
noticed with approbation, by those who wish well to His cause, and 
attend to the real well-being of the colony and its its inhabitants. He 
has indeed laid His blessing upon our feeble testimony, and we will still 
hold fast to the word of Jesus’ patience, being determined to know 
nothing among men, save Jesus and Him crucified; assured that He 
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will keep us in the great hour of temptation which is coming upon the 
earth: then we need not fear, though some may speak all manner of 
evil against us falsely, for He is our refuge. 

** We commend the mission in Antigua, in all places, to the prayers 
of all our dear Brethren and friends, whom we salute in the fellowship 
of Jesus. 


LEWIS STOBWASSER. 
i 


From Brother Samuet Hocn, 1x Jamaica. 


“ Frisnpsuir, September 27, 1821. 
** Dear Baorurn, 

“Since I wrote to youn by the last packet my wife’s health, for 
which we came to this place, is much improved, and I have enjoyed 
that inestimable blessing more uninterruptedly. Gladly will we employ 
our health and strength in the service of our Redeemer, till we depart 
to Him in peace. We do not wish to shrink from trials and troubles, 
which every where surround us, for the Lord is with us and encom- 
passes us with mercies. In due time He makes darkness light, and 
fills our hearts with joy and gladness. We are exhorted to be careful 


for nothing, but in every thing, by prayer «nd supplication, to make 
known our requests unto Him, who is our only refuge and consolation. 
Pray for us, dear brethren, that our faith and courage may not fail, 
that we may be faithful unto death, and thut the Lord may give us 
grace and wisdom to execute His will.” 


* October 25, 1821. 

“T nave to mention to you, with much sorrow, the departure of our 
dear Sister Hafa, after a short illness, by which her husband and we all 
are placed in a distressing situation. Carmel is too far distant from 
the Mayday Mountains, and it is no wonder that complaints are made 
by the managers. The many obstacles of one kind or other, thrown in 
the way of their going so far to church, and the pitiful state to which 
they are reduced in a spiritual point of view, being left destitute of the 
means of grace, and under no proper care, give us no small concern. 
We trust we shall still succeed to obtain a situation more convenient 
for them. While we are in this world, we live indeed in a wilderness, 
wherein many thousand souls are enveloped with gross darkness, perish- 
ing for lack of the saving knowledge of the only true God and ther 
Saviour and Redeemer. We therefore sincerely wish and pray, that 
the chief aim of our labour, here in Jamaica, may be obtained, and that 
soon the stundard of the cross may be planted on the Mayday Moun- 
tains, where we already have a congregstion, and a door is opened to 
preach the ansearchable riches of Christ. Even then some hinder- 
ances will remain, for the enemy of souls is always on the watch, to 
turn every thing to the disadvantage of the cause of God, but Christ 
shal) prevail, and all His foes shall be made His footstool. 

Vou. n. . 
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* Many of the gentlemen in those parts are very willing to lend a 
helping band in forming a settlement there for the benefit of their Ne- 
groes.” 


* Carmen, January 28, 1822. 

“Tur various information contained in your letters, and the periodi- 
eal accounts of our missions, we have perused with much interest and 
blessing. The narrative of the life of our late venerable Brother David 
Zeisberger made a particular impression on our minds, and is to us, as 
it must be to every missionary, a worthy example of faith, love, courage, 
devotedness, and zeal in the cause of the Lord. When we consider 
what troubles, trisls, dangers and persecutions he went through, and 
with wht cheerfulness be undertook every thing for the sake of the 
Gospel, we think our present trials small indeed, and only pray, that 


we may have more of his spirit granted unto us. 


“ We have, thanks to our Almighty preserver, been graciously pro- 
tected from harm in the hurricane season, but bear with sorrow of the 
damage done to the inhabitants of the Leeward Islands. 

“ jhe necessity of having « settlement in the Mayday Mountains 
makes me alwoys again repeat thet subject, and if any thing I could 
say might raise attention to that particular case among our liberal 
friends and benefactors, we should render praise to Him from whom all! 


blessings flow. We wish to purchase no more land chan would be ne- 
cessary for the maintenance of a missionary family. ‘There is a want 
of spring-water in those bills. At Fairfield it may be fetched at a mile’s 
distance. We comfort the Negroes irom time to time, and tell them, 
that our brethren will do something for them, but we must not defer it 
too long, lest by degrees they get weary, and their hearts become cold 
and indifferent about it. 

** At Carmel nine persons, and at New Eden twelve, will receive holy 
baptism on our next prayer day; fourteen will be admitted candidates 
at the former, and twenty one at the latter place. May the Lord pre- 
serve them in His grace, that their work may adorn His gospel. We 
commend all our people in both places to the remembrance of all our 
brethren and friends. With Brother Light, at Irvine, we keep up our 
communication as well as the distance will allow. He bas beeo ailing 
but is better. I remain, your affectionate Brother.” 


“ Carmen, April 9, 1822. 

“ Wrru our supplies for this year we also received several numbers 
of the Periodical Accounts, Church of England Missionary Register, 
&c. for which we return you our best thanks. Situated as we are in 
this wilderness and solitary place, and not. receiving that intelligence 
from all quarters, to which formerly we had access, the publications, 
with which you favour us, are doubly precious to us. [am not able to 
express how greatly cheered and refreshed I was, and still am, by the 
perusal of these accounts relative to the spread of the gospel of our 
Lord and Saviour, almost throughout every land, kingdom, and nation 
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of the habitable globe! God is indeed doing wonders! Things which 
we scarcely expected to see in our day, are now achieved by His divine 
power and grace among those who lately were not His people, but are 
now the objects of His love and mercy, which He reveuls unto them by 
the gospel. Instead of bowing down before images, the work of their 
own hands, many now worship Him alone in spirit and in truth, who 
fills earth and heaven with His glory! The darkness, which for ages has 
covered the earth, and gross darkness the people, is gradually dispelled 
by Him, who is the true light, even the Sun of Righteousness, now 
arising upon numerous Gentile nations with healing in his beams. May 
He, in mercy, hasten that blessed time, when there shall be but one 
flock and one Shepherd! My fervent wish and prayer is, that we ell, 
with those gathered unto Him from diflerent nations, may more and 
more become firmly grounded on His all-suflicient atonement and 
sacrifice on the cross, and that all our congregations, and every mem- 
ber thereof made return to, and be actuated by that same genuine love 
and simplicity, which characterized our ancestors, In this petition | 
am joined by every true member of the Brethren’s Church. 

“| was much pleased and edified by the perusal of that little German 
work: The Memorial Days of the Church of the United Brethren, | hope 
that wherever it is read in our congregations, it will be attended with 
much benefit. Pardon my giving vent to my feelings on these topics. 
I view the various movements in the kingdom of our Lord with great 
astonishment and delight, and it fills me with that consoling hope, that 
even that part of His cause, which He has committed to owr church, 
will, notwithstanding all those obstacles and deficiencies which would 
impede its blessed progress, in His own good time prosper and flourish, 
in this island also. 

“The work of God in this mission continues to spread in stillness, 
and we may add, with His blessing upon it, for which we feel the more 
thankful, as our mesns of attending to it, as we wish, are so very 
limited. You know that we can do very little in the Mayday Moun- 
tain part of our concern, till we bave a settlement, to which those ne- 
groes, who are hungry and thirsty after the word of God, may repair. 
We wait anxiously to hear from you, or the directors of our missions, 
whether we may venture to purchase the house, we have mentioned to 
you, with five and-twenty or fifty acres adjoining. The expense will 
be great, but it would be much greater, if we were to be begin to build. 

“The Lord has helped us hitherto, und not taken His Spirit ond 
blessing from us, notwithstanding our many failings. But | am grieved 
to see so many negroes, who long for spiritual food, straying as sheep 
without a shepherd. You know how it is with new beginnings, when 
the needful care of souls, not yet well-grounced in the faith, cannot be 
administered, and spiritual food is, as it were, but seantily received, 
Temptations of various kinds are held out to them, not only by the 
world, the enemies of Christ, and their own old depraved propensities, 
but by their grand adversary the devil, who goeth about seeking whom 
he may devour, and will not suffer his captives to escape, if he can pre- 
vent it. The great distance they are at from us, and the hindrances 
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they meet with in attending at our settlements, are a great bar in the 
way of their instruction. They are like babes, who must yet be fed 
with the milk of the gospel, or may become victims. I feel therefore 
exceedingly anxious about them, and could indeed state facts, which 
would show, that many who were very attentive and in a hopeful way, 
by the total want of instruction and care, hud become not only luke- 
warm, but had almost forgotten every thing they had leorned and ex- 
perienced ; and when one speays to them of the doctrine of our Saviour, 
of His love to sinful man, His sufferings and death for their salvation, 
and His desire to save them from sin and condetmnation, show as much 
surprise, as if they had never before heard these things. Thus we 
find our Saviour’s words, in the parable of the sower, truly verified: 
with some the good seed falls by the way-side, with others on stony 
ground, and among thorns; but, to His praise, | may also with truth 
declare, that some, and not a few, have received the good seed of the 
word in an honest heart, and by the contemplation of the sufferings of 
Christ for their sakes, and prayer unto Him for a continual supply of 
gr ce and strength to live unto Him, who died for them, are enabled to 
bring forth fruits unto righteousness. 

“On Palm Sunday, and Easter Sunday, we had a large concourse of 
people here from the mountains, and some strangers from the neigh- 
bourhood. Our meeting-place was not half large enough to contain all 
the hearers, and we felt much encouraged and enlivened by the utten- 
tion shown, and the presence and peace of God reigning among us. 
On Good Friday we had service twice, but none from the mountains 
could come on that day. 

* Brother James Light is well, and active in his calling, but sees, 
alas! but little fruit of his labour. He has no place of worship to which 
he may admit negroes from other plantations, and yet this is highly ne- 
cessary, if missionuries shall not labour in vain. It often happens, that 
tiose in the place pay less attention, and profit less, by the preaching 
of the gospel, than such as come from a distance.” 


{Brother Hoch, in a letter dated May 28, 1922, again expatiates upon 
the necessity of making a settlement in the Mayday Mountains, where 
the Lord has opened a door, and we most earnestly wish, that we 
may soon be able to take steps to accomplish so desirable an end.] 


He adds: ‘“‘ Amidst all discouraging appearances, what else can com- 
fort us. but the power and grace of our Almighty Lord and Saviour, on 
whom we will depend. He has promised never to leave or forsake us, 
and He will be our help and counsellor. Pray for us, that our faith 
and courage fail not. 

« Last month I was on a short visit to our very kind friends, Mr. H. 
S. and his family at H. This worthy proprietor expressed a great de- 
sire to have a missionary of the Brethren’s Church residing on his estate, 
and one who could instruct his negroes and mulatte children in read- 
ing, and in the doctrines of Christianity. He likewise offered to make 
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over a piece of land for a church, to be free to all who would come and 
bear the gospel. For the present, I fear, that it 1s impracticable. 

“ Whit-Sunday, being also our monthly prayer day, was a season of 
great blessing to us and our people. Nine adults were baptized, and 
twenty-two added to the candidates for baptism. As our congregations 
increase, may the Lord grant us an increase of Jabourers in His vineyard, 
who with faithfulness and zeal, seek His glory and the salvation of souls, 
as their great and only object. We commend this mission and its im- 
portant concerns, to the kind participation and prayers of all our 
brethren and friends, every where. 


“SAMUEL HOCH.” 


From Brother C. F. Ricuter. 


“ Spaine Ganpens, St. Jonn’s, (Antiova,) July 5, 1822. 
“T write this by our friend Mrs. A. who, as well as her husband, 
attorney and manager of the late Mr. G’s estates, has been very kind 
and hospitable to our missionaries, ever since the brethren at Grace- 
hi!l commenced their school and Sunday’s service on that property. 
* On the 17th of June, all the missionaries (except Brother Newby, 


who was not well) met at St. John’s, and we united with the congrega- 
tion at Herrohut, and all the members of the Church of the Brethren, 
to offer up our humble praise «ond thanksgiving, at the feet of Jesus, for 
His gracious leading and dealings with that Church to which we be- 
long, and which since its renovation, like a grain of mustard-seed, 
sowed on that day, by His power, protection, and mercy experienced 
throughout a whole century, hus grown up and become a large tree, 


spreading its branches through many parts of the earth, 
and prosper to His praise. 


May it thrive 


* We may indeed declare in the language of that old hymn, that 
“The Lord hath ever to His flock kept without separation. He doth 
abide their shield and rock, their peace and their salvation,” and He 
will yet maintiin His cxuse among us, as long os we, through liis 
grace, keep the word of His patience, and continue to preach the doc- 
trine of His atonement in purity an simplicity. This will have more 
effect in producing res] conversion of heart, than any declumation 


against sins and offences, which either publicly or in a more clandes- 
tine manner prevail.” 


i 
From Brother Joseru Newsy. 


“ Graceniiy, (Anticua,) April 6, 1822, 
“T wave to acknowledge, with many thanks, the raceipt of your 


affectionate letter. My present complaint, which is in my bead, pre- 
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vents me from writing much, and any thing which requires much men- 
tal exercise increases the evil When I have to preach or meet the 
nexroes, | often am compelled to ery out, Lord help me! and indeed 
He does belp me, for, to my astonishment, | often return much relieved 
and refreshed. ladeed, this giddiness in the head, has often made me 
rather disposed to request my dismissal, but I cannot come to a deci- 
sion. I rather leave all to Him, who has done al/ things well for me. 
I cannot, however, alone, go through the labour required in this settle- 
ment, and therefore need always to have an assistant. 

“ We are very sorry to part with our dear Brother Stobwasser and 
his wife, with whom we bave lived in the most intimate friendship and 
brotherly love. His services in this mission have been much blessed. 

* To day it is fourteen years, since I first received a call to labour in 
this part of the Lord’s vineyard he time seems to bave passed 
quickly away. If it should please the Lord to grant me health, and to 
leave me so long here on earth, I think I could spend other fourteen 
years very agreeably in this service. 

* We have again had a very blessed celebration of the Passion-week, 
in the contemplation of our Saviour’s sufferings and death, by which 
our seuls have been anew refreshed and comforted. The meetings for 
reading the history of that week, and the last discourses of our Lord 
previous to His passion, were again well attended, notwithstanding 
that it was a very busy time. On Good Friday, although the negroes 
from at least ten plantations attended at the new church at Mountjoy, 
our church bere was twice weil filled with hearers, and again in the 
evening « decent number attended, who could not come in the day- 
time. What great cause have we now for thenkfulness to God, that 
He disposes the hearts of the proprietors and others to favour the gos- 
pel. (hove heard of one estate only, on which the negroes had not 
Good Friday free,) and blessed be His name, that He preserves in the 
heorts of the negroes, hunger and thirst after the word of the cross. 
One gentleman (who holds some of the highest offices under the govern- 
ment here) sent all his negroes to our church, with a list of their names, 
that we might know whether they were «ll present. Only two or three 
were missing. It were well, if in Christian countries, all who have the 
charge of servants and inferiors, were as solicitous about their instruc- 
tion, and sought as much to promote their spiritual welfare. We com- 
mend ourselves and the work of God committed to us, to your prayers 
and kind remembrance. 

“JOSEPH NEWBY.” 


From Prother Joun Procor. 


“ Bassererr®, (Sr. Krrrs,) March 20, 1822. 
“ T rane you for the interesting works sent us by the last ships, the 
Periodical Accounts, Missionary Register, and the two volumes of the 
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Rev. Dr. Brown’s History of Missions, as likewise the little work, Me- 
morial-doys of the Church of the Brethren. The latter gave us much 
pleasure, and caused us to exclaim, O Lord! renew in all our hearts 
the will and mind of our ancestors, who shunned neither trials por death 
for Christ’s and His gospel’s sake, that we, like them, may fear neither 
tribulation nor shame, but willingly follow Thee, seeking not our own, 
but the honour of Jesus Christ. 

“ We are very desirous that our dear brethren may send us help. 
Brother Kaltofen being very ailing, we cannot do without assistance, 
nor attend as we ought, to our increasing congregations. It is true, 
that the mission in St. Kitts has been very expensive, all building ma- 
terials being here much dearer then in Antigua, but we endeavour to 
proceed as frugally as possible, and hope, that the expense of this mis- 
sion will not prevent our receiving assistance. 

“The heat and drought has been excessive, but on the 19th inst. it 
pleased God to send us refreshing rains.” 


From Brother Joun Jouansen. 


* (Sr. Krrrs,) March 7, 1822. 

“We thank the Lord our Saviour, that He still condescends to 
shower down His blessings upon our congregation, and to grant us a 
sense of His gracious presence, when met in iis name. Of this we 
were powerfully convinced on our first communion and prayer-day in 
this year. On the 3d of February, six persons partook with us, for the 
first time, of the Holy Communion; ten were appointed to be confirm- 
ed; fourteen to be candidates, and two re-admitted. 

“On the prayer-day, the 17th, five adults were baptized; fifteen 
baptized as children, were received into the congregation; five re- 
admitted; and eighteen became candidates for baptism. May the Lord 
keep and preserve them all as His sheep, even unto the end, that they 
may once, as His redeemed ones, join the congregation above. Your- 
teen members of our flock have already departed this life since the 
commencement of the new year. I visited several of them on their 
death-beds, and was much edified by their expressions concerning their 
hope of eternal life through the merits of Jesus. They rejoiced at the 
prospect of soon being at home with Him for ever. 

“ We beg our best love to be given to the Society for the further- 
ance of the gospel, and commend ourselves and our labours to the 
prayers and kind participation of all our Brethren and friends. 


“JOHN JOHANSEN.” 





ACCOUNT FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 


Extract of a Letter from Brother Hans Perer Harceece. 


* Guapertuar, February 14, 1922. 

* Tue distress throughout this colony is very great indeed. Under 
this great calamity it is to us here some consolation, and a subject of 
thankfulness to our heavenly Father, that our orehards and gardens, 
and those of our Hottentots, have been more than usually productive. 
The well-known old pear tree, plunted by Brother George Schmidt, 
has this year produced fiftern sacks of pears, which exceeds any thing 
known, even in the most fruitful seasons. An essential improvement 
has been made in the distribution of the water in the mill-course, by 
which a great number of Hottentot’s gardens, which at this time of the 
year were always parched, are now luxuriantly productive. 

* As to the spiritual course of our congregation, we have great cause 
to thank and praise our Saviour for the blessing and power, which ac- 
companies the simple preaching of the word of His cross. Towards 
the end of last year some painful occurrences caused us much distress: 
but in the beginning of this, we have had many encouraging instances 
of the power of His grace, by which we are consoled and filled with hopes 
and assurance, that, by His mercy we are not labouring m vain. May 
He thus continue to be with us,—for without Him we can do nothing,— 
and give us more and more proofs of His divine power, made manifest 
in the true conversion of sinners to Him, as their God and Redeemer. 
We shall then have no cause to be disheartened though now and then 
some disagreeable circumstance should occur, which, alas, must be ex- 
pected, considering the depraved state of the human mind. I have now 
twelve persons under instruction for the first enjoyment of the Holy 
Communion, who give me very great pleasure. By the answers which 
they make to questions on the vital points of religion, it is evident, that 
they have experienced what it is, to be brought from darkness to the 
marvellous light of God. One of my fellow-labourers, who lately hap- 
pened to overhear some of their declarations, was so struck with amaze- 
ment, and filled with delight, that he could not refrain from tears. 

“ Brother Marsveld is tolerably well, but longs to be at home with 
the Lord. 


“HANS PETER HALLBECK.” 
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